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by the judge, but the party is driven to his suit at. 
jaw to try his right to freedom. Such asuit would 
pring up the question fairly and without the inter- | 
yention ofa jury. The person claimed asa slave | 
brings his action, and there never has been found 
any difficulty in obtaining the aid of counsel, even 
in slave States, for such purpose. The master 
pleads to the action, that true it is he holds the || 
plaintiff in his custody, as he has a right to do, for | 
he is his slave. The slave replies, setting forth the 
fact that California, on its cession to the United | 
States, was free; that slavery did not exist there, 
and that it is not recognized by the Constitution of 
the United States or any act of Congress; and that || 
by virtue of that Constitution he is free. The de- 
fendant demurs, and the question of law arising 
thereon is decided by the court, and if the decision 
be against the slave, the Supreme Court of the | 
United States have jurisdiction under the 23th sec- | 
tion of the Judiciary act of 1789, because a decision 
has been pronounced against a right claimed under 
the Constitution. If the Senator will look to the 
case of Menard vs. Aspasia, in 5th Peters’ Rep., he 
will find such to be the opinion of the Supreme 
Court. He would further say to the Senator, that 
in all his observation and experience in cases of || 


this sort, and they have not been inconsiderable, || 
he has discovered that the courts of the slave States 1 
have been more liberal in their adjudications upon | 
the question of slavery than the courts of some of || 
the free States. The courts of one of them (Illi- | 
nois) had uniformly decided cases against the right 
of freedom claimed by persons held in bondage 
under a modified form of 

its old constitution. 


j 
i 





In precisely similar cases, || 


| 
States such persons had been taken, decided in | 
favor of the right to freedom. And it is a remark- | 


able fact, that in all cases in those States, and he || It had been grossly misrepresented in the news- 


believed in other slave States, where there was any 
doubt about the right to hold the person in slavery, || 
the decision has been invariably against the right. 
Mr. MILLER resumed, stating that in different 
States in the Union public opinion operated 
strongly to bias the course of law. But he pro- 
tested against legislating for California and New 


| 


Mexico in such a loose manner as to leave open a || 
field for perpetual strife between the master and 
the slave, or between the slave-owner and any 
philanthropic individual who may journey into 
these distant regions for the purpose of instructing 
the slave in his own rights. 
political one. The South regarded it as such, con- 
tending that this question must be settled, or the 
Union would be dissolved. He denied that even 


j 





| 

| 

ose of in | 
This question was a | 





| 
| into it, he did not go there as the mere represent- ! 
| ative of one State, but for the purpose of concilia- |! 
| ting and harmonizing the Union. 


| had encountered. 
| ents. 


servitude, recognized by || pinned the three Territories together in one bill. | 


|| Mr. BALDWIN explained that his was more | 
the courts of Kentucky and Missouri, to which || than a technical objection. 1] 


| Impressions more from these paragraphs than from | 
| an examination of the bill. 


a decision of the Supreme Court would satisfy the | 


party against whose wishes it militated. The de- 
cision of the Supreme Court, in the case of the 
United States Bank, was not satisfactory to the | 
opposite party; and no better result could be anti- | 
cipated in this case. 

_He was willing to vote for a bill which pro- | 
hibited slavery in any Territory which was free 
at the time of the passage of the bill. If slavery 
existed in a Territory at the time of its acquisition 
Y the United States, he would leave it to the peo- 
ple to determine whether it should continue. He 
would not vote for its abolition there. He had not 
voted against the continuance of slavery when 
Texas was admitted into the Union, because it 
had previously been in existence there. For whose | 
benefit should we now extend slavery in Califor- 
nia and New Mexico, where it has already been 
abolished? Great Britain had introduced slavery 
in this country, and what was the general tone of 
public opinion on this subject? Was it not termed 
* came which had been entailed on us by Great 

ritain ? 


Territories over which we extend our protec- 
on: ~ 
_ The South asserted that it had a greater interest 
in the question than the North. This he denied. 
He denied that the South had any exclusive privi- 

€ to carry her slaves to the Territories for sale. 
The North had an equal right to enjoy the profit 
of such a traffic, and had therefore as great an in- 
Verest in the question as the South. Slavery does 
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| 


| we shall change it. 





| 


And shall we extend this curse to the || alarm. 
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not exist now on the Pacific, and by his vote it 
should never be permitted there. 

As to California and New Mexico, he would 
not charge the South with having plunged the 
country in war for the purpose of obtaining addi- 
tional slave territory, because the South had been 
opposed to the acquisition of this new territory. 


| But he put it to the South, whether this extension 


of our territory did not hold out the strongest 


countries where it has not heretofore existed? 4 
The proper way to settle the question was by | 
the legislative authority. The people would not | 
rebel against the law; and he was not disposed to 
surrender the power of Congress over the subject} 
Mr. PHELPS rose and vindicated his own 
course, as he judged from present appearances that 
he was the only representative of the opinion he 
entertained from the entire North. This was not 
a pleasant situation. He accepted the position he 
occupied with great reluctance. But when he went | 


He had not 
anticipated the severe, unreasonable opposition he || 
He had said he could justify | 

himself to the country, and he was confident he | 
could vindicate himself to his iramediate constitu- | 
He was not to be driven out of the Senate | 

by the opposition which had risen up. His friend | 
from Connecticut [Mr. Batpwin] had taken an | 
objection to the bill on the ground of what lawyers 


call a special demurrer, because the committee had | 


Mr. PHELPS resumed. 


presented to the country as an odious measure. | 


papers, and he feared Senators had taken their 


The main opposition | 
came from his own section of country. 
stood alone, he must stand on his own legs, and | 


trust to his own intelligence for his defence. He || 
| had, a short time since, addressed the Senate, and | 


given his views ina manner which could not be 
misunderstood. 
of slavery to any Territory which is subject to our 
legislative control, i 

What was the condition in which California and | 
New Mexico have come under our care? Slavery | 
has been abolished there. Such is the state in | 
which we receive them. By the laws of nations, | 
the laws of all conquered countries remain until | 
changed by the conqueror. If these laws are to | 
be retained, there is an express law containing a | 
prohibition of slavery, and this will continue until 
He insisted that there was 
nothing in the bill to warrant the belief that it | 
could ever carry slavery into these Territories. | 
The Senators from New Hampshire (Mr. Hae] 
and from Maine, [Mr. Hamuin,] who had ad- 
dressed the Senate, went over precisely the same 
ground which he had treveled. There was no 
difference between them; and all that surprised him | 
was, that after following the same path, they had, 
just at the close, shot off entirely in a new direc- 
tion. He had determined never to suffer himself 
to yield to momentary impulses, which might mis- 
lead him as they had misled others. He would 
rather follow the dictates of his deliberate judg- 
ment. 

He replied to the objections made to the phrase 
ology that the laws of Oregon shall continue in | 
force until modified, altered, or rejected, contend- | 
ing that there was nothing in this clause to excite 
It was to be expected that the new legis- 





they made any new law; and if not, the present 
law would remain in force. He believed, from the | 
spirit he had witnessed in the committee, that the | 


| ular excitement was not to be trifled with. 


| 
i 
i 
| 
can control these things, and that 


|| may resort for safety. 
| 


The bill had been || 


If he |! 


He was opposed to the extension || 
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laws in Oregon, and the power of the legislature to 
change or continue them, he considered as being 
an effectual prohibition of slavery in the Territory, 


without the assent of Congress. As to the judicial 
| authority, he would only say that the Constitution 
ought to be expounded by those constitutionally 
appointed for that purpose. The President, who 
was not elected by his vote, he might distrust. 


out the strong | Butas to the Supreme Court, whether they differed 
| temptations to the spreading this institution into, 


from him in political views or not, he had yet to 
learn that they had, in any single instance, forfeit- 
ed the confidence of the country. He could repose 
in their decision with entire submision, whether it 


| was for or against him. 


He said he was well aware of the effect which 
this question was intended to have on the country. 
It was intended for political purposes. It was well 
enough to go into this to a certain extent, but it 
would be dangerous to explode all at once. Pop- 
The 
wheel of revolution was going round, and we know 
not who is to be the last victim. We had, a short 
time since, congratulated a foreign nation on its 


|| success thus far in throwing off an odious tyranny. 
| An individual who had spent his life over his books 


was thrown to the head of the Provisional Gov- 
ernment, and the next turn of the wheel has thrown 
him off into disgrace. There is but one power that 
ower Is not 
human. We have now a new political church, a 
| sort of city of refuge, to which politicat criminals 
But he had no fear of the 
result. He trusted to the intelligence of the peo- 
nle. 

He had thus expressed his views on the subject, 
because he considered himself as implicated. If 
there was cowardice in the bill, he had no fear on 
the subject. He would rather attach the term to 
the weathercock of popular impulse, to him who 
fears to do a wise act, lest he should offend some 
transient caprice. If there were any to whom re- 
sponsibility should attach, it was to those who 
voted for the annexation of Texas, out of which 
zrew the Mexican war. The Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Nites] had given the casting vote 
on the question of the annexation of Texas, and 
| he was responsible for all the difficulties which 
had grown out of it. That Senator had thrown the 
| most offensive epithets on this bill, and its origin- 
ators, and he was bound to come forward and aid 
inacompromise. If (said Mr. P.) my old coat 
and jacket are to be stuffed with straw and burnt 
in effigy, | would prefer that the Senator from 
| Connecticut should take my position, and let his 
coat and jacket take the place of mine. 





Mr. FITZGERALD followed in some remarks, 

to show that his vote on this question ought not 

| to be received as compromising General Cass, or 
| as prejudicing his election. All this had been al- 
| leged as likely to be the effect of his course. He 


i had seen General Cass since his departure from 


Washington, but he had never exchanged a word 

with him on this subject. He had been left free 

by his friends to act on his own responsibility. 

Although he was a personal and political friend of 
General Cass, he would not shrink from any re- 
| sponsibility he might incur. If all which has been 
| said against General Cass in the newspapers be true, 
| he has sins enough of his own to answer for, with- 
| out being responsible for his (Mr. F.’s) acts. He 
| voted against the appointment of this committee, 
| because he was desirous that the Oregon bill should 
| be disposed of,as was due to the citizens of that Ter- 
| ritory. He was delighted, however, tosee the rain- 
| bow of peace exhibiting itself, after the clouds which 
He had strong objections to parts 
et, if he thought it would produce 


threatened us. 
| of the bill; 


zis- || harmony and peace, he would vote for it although 
lature would reénact the prohibition of slavery, if || 


it would be his last act, and he should thereafter 
be plunged in disgrace. But he feared, from what 
| he had ieard, that its friends were doomed to dis- 
| appointment. There was a political storm raging 





South would make no objection to the continuance 
of this restriction in Oregon. Why, then, should | 
the North endeavor to disturb this harmony of 
sentiment by its criticism on the bill? The pro- | 
vision contained in the bill relative to the existing 


in the North, the effects of which no one could 
foresee. It threatened to come upon us like a 
| whirlwind, and who can tell where it may be 
stayed? He alone was responsible for his own 
acts. He would give another reason why he voted 
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against the raising of the committee. He was not 4! 
in very good humor at that ume, because he had 
heard 1mputations thrown on northern States, and, 
among others, upon the State represented by him, 
on the subject of fugitive slaves. ‘There were 
many cases of fugitives who had not been re- | 
claimed. When he lived in Indiana, there were 
bands of thieves—horse-stealers us well as negro- 
stealers—roaming through that State and Ken- 
tucky, but he never thought of charging these 
offences upon the States in which they existed. 
He did not desire to be considered as committed 
to the support of this bill, in its present shape. 

Mr. CORWIN rose to state his objections to 
the bill, to the examination of which he had de- 
voted himself with a sincere desire to obtain a 
complete and elementary knowledge of the bill, 





° . | : . - . 
rived the splendor of her high character—were op- || further consideration of the bill 


posed to the extension of slavery; and among these, 
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he instanced Mr. Jefferson as the most prominent. | 


He went on to show, that if there were fanatics in 


the North, there were also fanatics in the South; | 


and that the latter were by far the most dangerous; 


for, if the former went into the slaveholding States | 


to carry thither these principles, they were at least 


the principles of human freedom. The efforts of the || 


southern fanatics were directed to the extension of | 


slavery over a broader surface of territory, and its 
introduction into lands which 
been tainted by the breath of a slave. 


had never before | 


In reference to the Wilmot proviso, he went on | 


to show the uncertain position of General Cass, 
and how little credit could be placed in him. Of 
General Taylor’s opinions on the subject he had 


He did not apprehend any of those awful results Sno particular information, but he was willing to 


from this bill which had been felt by some. He |+ trust him. 


did not dread a dissolution of the Union. If he 
did, he should not regard a seat on this floor as 
worth having. He did not even apprehend all 
that had been apprehended from that dreadful 
name, the Wilmot proviso—that raw-head-and- 
bloody-bones which had been so often invoked to 
raise our fears. The paternity of that proviso 
seomed to have been lost sight of. It seemed to 
have been forgotten that it was penned by the same 
hand which drew up our Declaration of Independ- 
ence. it was from the hand of Jetlferson himself; 
and great was the revolution which must have 
taken place when the new opinions we now hear | 
are promulgated around us. It would be very 

unpleasant to him to say anything to wound the 

feelings of those who had so meritoriously united 

to produce this bill, But he could notsee that press- 

ing emergency for its passage, to which every other 

consideration must give way. He did not see why 

Oregon, which had hitherto taken care of herself, 

could not go on a little longer; and he would be will- | 
ing to let these foreign provinces take care of theim- 

selves for another twelve-month. We had a mes- 

sage from the President which had rarely been | 
adverted to, Persons had been employed to ascer- 

tain the geography of the Mexican provinces; and, 

after all, they had been obliged to apply to the | 
Executive to know where they are. We are told 

that ‘Texas claims to the banks of the Rio Grande, 

and in that case she will take some three-fourths 

of the territory comprehended under the name of 

New Mexico. It would be well to obtain some 

information on this point before we proceed to es- | 
tablish a government for this new territory. 

He asserted his belief, that if the Senators from 
the South believed that, in an appeal to the Su- 
preme Court in cases under this bill, the decision 
would be against them, they would never vote for 
this bill. So if the Senator from Vermont thought 
the decision would be against him, he would vote 
against it, tle regarded slavery as a local institu- 
tion, Which could not be carned into any other 
State, the laws of which prohibited it. He would 
not, if we conquered the hottest climate on the 
earth, where the white man could not work—he 
would not vote to establish slavery there, unless it 
had previously existed there; and in saying this, 
he followed in the track of General Washington, 
who entertained that opinion to the day of his 
death, and of Thomas Jefferson. ; 

He wished some Senator would inform him 
whether slavery at this moment exists in Mexico, 
and whether it is hereditary or not? 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Peon slavery exists now 
in California. ‘The ereditor may sell his debtor as 
a slave for all time, with all his property. 

Mr. CORWIN had heard the same from other 
sources, and he therefore must believe it to be so. 
How, then, can a case be made out for the Su- 
preme Court, in which it will not be decided that 
slavery in some form does not exist? If a man 
shall be taken as a slave, because he owes another | 
five doliars, and sold into perpetual slavery, shall | 
we perniut such a law to remain in force? You 
have made the land red with blood under the pre- 
tence that you have gone thither to give freedom 
to the captive, You have shown, as he had always 
anticipated, that this was all hypocrisy, and that 
you now desire to fasten the iron heel, not only | 
of peon slavery, but of negro slavery, upon them. | 
He protested against this course of hypocrisy and 
murder and cruelty, transcending in horror the 
bloody code of Draco. 

He stated that all the leading men of the State 
of Virginia—all that galaxy from which she de- 


| to support him, 


Could he be made to believe that Gen- || 


eral Taylor would veto any bill embracing the | 


principles of that proviso, he certainly would not 
rote for him; and he would take it on himself to 
say, that not one of the free 


choice. 


About six o’clock Mr. Corwin concluded, hav- 


ing occupied the floor nearly three hours. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to speak, but there 
were cries of ** Adjourn, adjourn !”’ and ‘* No, no; 
dispose of the bill!’? when Mr. U. moved that the 
Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BERRIEN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows: 


states could be brought | 
But as between General Taylor | 
and Mr. Cass, there could be no hesitation as to a || 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Baldwin, Beil, Benton, | 


Butler, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, 
Dix, Dodge, Felch, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, 


Johnson of Maryland, Johuson of Louisiana, Mangum, | 


Metcalfe, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Spraance, Underwood, Up- 
ham, Walker, and Westcott—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Berrien, Borland, 
Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Clayton, Davis of Mis- 
sissippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hannegan, 
Houston, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mason, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, and Yulee—25. 


And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, July 25, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. THOMAS, by leave, from the Committee 
of Claims, made a report on the petition of Jacob 
Houseman. Laid on the table. 


Mr. PECK, after making a few pertinent re- 


marks, asked leave to move to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole from the further consideration 
of the bill to pay the regiment of Vermont militia 
for their services at the battle of Plattsburg in 18}2. 
Obje cted to, 

Mr. VINTON asked leave to report back to the 
House from the Committee of Ways and Means 


the amendments of the Senate to the naval appro- , 


priation bill, Objected to. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Hector 
Perkins. Read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions was discharged from the consid- 
eration of the petition of Major L. P. Montgomery; 
and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. ECKERT, from the same committee, re- 
ported bills for the relief of Peter Myers, and for 
the relief of Captain Alexander McEwen; which 
bills were read and committed, 

Mr. E. also made adverse reports on the peti- 
tions of J. W. Knipe, Rezin Terris, and Ethel 
Bartis. Laid on the table. 

Mr. W.T. LAWRENCE, from the same com- 
mittee, reported the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth S. Cobbs; 

* A bill for the relief of Mary Ann Pollard; 

A bill for the relief of Canfield Averill; 

A bill for the relief of the children of Lewis A. 
Wolfley; 

Which bills were read and committed. 


On motion of Mr. W. T. LAWRENCE, the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions was discharged 


from the further consideration of the petition of | 


Henry Powell; and it was laid on the table. 


Also, from the same committee, to which it was | 


referred, Senate bill granting a pension to John 
Clark. Committed. 

On motion of Mr. W. T. LAWRENCE, the 
Committee of the Whole was discharged from the 


July 25, 


granting a pension 


| to William Pittman. 

The bill was then ordered to be encrossed 
being engrossed, was read a third time and », 

and sent to the Senate tor concurrence, 

Mr. WILEY, from the same committee, renori, d 
a bill for the relief of Wm. Kennedy. Read a,.) 
committed. poe 

Mr. FARRELLY, from the Committee on Pp 
ents, to which was referred Senate bil! for | 
lief of David Wilkinson, reported the same back to 
the House without amendment. Committed. 

Mr. MACLAY, from the same committee, re. 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel 
Pettibone. Read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. FARRELLY, the Committee 
on Patents was discharged from the conside 
of the petition of H. L. Thistle. 
table. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, reported the following resoly- 
tian, which was read and agreed to: ‘ 

Resolved, That extra copies of the report of Lieutenant 
Emory, Lieutenant Abert, and Captain Johnston, ordered 
to be printed by the House, be bound in mustin in a good 
substantial manner, and lettered, and that the Clerk of the 
House be directed to contract for binding the same ; Provided 
the cost sball not exceed 12} ceuts per copy, 

Mr. GREGORY, from the same committee, re- 

| ported the following resolution, which was read 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts audit and pay 
the balance ef the unsettled claim of Join T. Sullivan for 
statiorney furnished the House of Representatives in 1543, 

Mr. PALFREY, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported the following resolution, which 
was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the portrait of Major General the Baron de 
Kalb, presented by his surviving family, be placed iu we 
Library of Congress. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Rules of the House, reported the following as an 
additional rule to the joint rules of the two Houses, 
which was read and agreed to: 


After six days from the commencement of a second or 
subsequent session of a Congress, all bills, resolutions, or 
reports which originate in either House, and at the close of 
the next preceding session remained undetermined in either 

| House, shall be resumed and acted on in the same nanner 
as if an adjournment had not taken place. 


Mr. CHAPMAN also, from the same commit- 
tee, made the following report: 


That the proviso to the 34th moje, viz: “ Provided, That, 
where debate is closed by order of the House, any member 
shall be allowed in committee five minutes to explain any 
amendment he may offer,” be and the same is hereby re- 
pealed. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, opposed the repeal 
of the rule. The five minutes allowed to a member 
after proposing an amendment to a bill under dis- 
cussion was, as things usually proceeded here, the 
only time occupied in the rex! bona fide discussion 
of the bill or any part of it. Almost the entire time 
| during whith the bill underwent professedly a dis- 
cussion in general debate was occupied in political 
speeches wholly foreign to its merits. ‘There was 
always some favorite question upon which gentle- 
men wished to speak, and they seized the time 
when the House was in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and occupied it in speak- 


and 
’ 
1d passed, 


t- 
he re- 


ration 


Laid on the 


| ing on that subject, no matter what the bill might 


be before the committee. If this five-minutes rule 
' were repealed, the practical effect would be to cut 
off all debate on important measures reported by 
the standing committees for the action of the House. 
A bill might be of the utmost importance to the 
whole country, and the amendments proposed to 
| it might be of the most useful character, yet no 
opportunity would be afforded to explain them or 
show their operation, and hence they would prob- 
ably be rejected. Bills would thus, in effect, be 
often passed without ever being discussed at all, 
and without being understood. 
It was said that the rule had been abused: so it 
had; but had it been half as much abused as the 
hour rule was from day today? It wasa useful 
rule; and, so far from delaying and impeding, !t 
facilitated the passage of bills, and operated more 
than anything else to correct their defects, and make 
them what they ought to be. He hoped gentlemen 
_ would not blindly vote the previous question; he 


| hoped that the rule would be suffered to remain, 


and that it would be enforced for the purposes for 
which it had been adopted, so that the House 
"would be compelled to confine its attention to the 
bills before it, and not to matters widely foreig” 


'\ from them. LHe had no wish to prevent debate, 
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tut he wished all discussion to be in its own ap- 
propriate place. If gentlemen would only say all 
chey wanted to say at the right time and in the right 
aiace, the House could get through all the business 
it had to do, and would do it better. 

The civil and diplomatic bill had been for weeks 
before the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union 

Mr. GENTRY here interposed, and said he 
could not perceive the relevancy of the gentleman's 
remarks. 

Mr. EVANS said he would soon see, if he was 
attentive. 





He had been saying that the civil and diplomatic | 


appropriation bill had been before the committee 


three weeks, perhaps four, and yet all that had | 


been said on the merits of that bill, or on anything 


eS 


it contained, had not occupied in all more than | 


three or four days, and was almost all of it said 
under this five-minutes rule when amendments 
were offered. 

Mr. E. hoped the resolution would be recommit- 
ted, with instructions to the committee to report a 
rule somewhat like what he would send to the 
Clerk’s table to be read for information. 


Mr. EVANS asked leave to offer the following || 


resolution; which was ruled out of order: 
Resolved, That the report just made by the Committee on 


Rules be recommitted to that committee, and that it be in- | 
structed to report to this House such rule or rules as may be | 


necessary to provide that in debates in the Commitee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, every member addressing 


the committee shall confine himself to the question, and | 
shall not discuss the state of the Union generally, or speak | 
And Re- || 


otherwise than te the question thea ander debate : 
solred further, ‘That the said cominiltee be discharged from 
ihe further consideration of the subject of the the thirty- 
fourth rule, commonly known as the five-minutes’ rule. 


After a suggestion by Mr. HOUSTON, of Ala- 


bama— 


Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, spoke in opposi- | 


tion to the rule, and in favor of its repeal. If, in- 


deed, the rule could have been carried into effect | 


according to its true intent and the purposes and 


views of the committee who had proposed it, he be- | 


lieved it might be of great use. It allowed each 
member who offered an amendment to speak five 
minutes in explaining its nature, object, and effect: 
if the rule as administered could be limited to this, 
it might be very useful. But how had it been 
abused? Were gentlemen restricted to the nature, 
object, and effect of the amendments they offered? 
No: they moved anything they liked in the shape 
of an amendment, and then made Buncombe 
speeches for home consumption; and this had been 
carried on for weeks. A humbug proposition was 
made to amend, and when a man had said all he 
could in the five minutes, he withdrew his amend- 
ment,and his neighbor went through the same 


tally foreign to the bill or to the amendment he had 
offered, and then withdrew it. 


Mr. S. said, for himself, be had been for the || 


most of the session among the silent members. 
He had occupied but very little of the time of the 
House in debate. 
business of the country, and togo home. But, in- 
stead of this, the time had been taken up by hum- 
bug party speeches to bear on the Presidency. 
When his young friend who had just resumed his 
seat had been here as many years as Mr. S. had, 
he would not be quite so confident that a rule of 
the House would not be abused. 


Yesterday, a resolation had been introduced to | 


adjourn the session, although an immense amount 
of business remained on the docket; and, under 
these circumstances, his young friend wanted more 
liberty of speech. For one, Mr. S. did not want 


to hear any more speeches than were made now. | 


Let gentlemen do the business; and let them say 
what oe wanted to say about Mr. Cass and 
General Taylor to the people, face to face, and 


hot to that House, to get them reported and sent 


abroad, * 

Mr. ASHMUN asked Mr. S. whether he would 
hot move the previous question ? 

Mr. SMITH said he would. 

Mr. COLLAMER. What! is not your speech 
to be answered? 

Mr. VINTON, amidst great confusion, moved 


‘o amend the resolution so as, instead of abolish- |! 


ing the rule altogether, to suspend it during the 
residue of the present session. 


His object had been to do the | 


of the bills before them, then this five-minutes rule 

might be dispensed with. But it was notorious 

that, most especially during the present session, 

the subject regularly before the committee had been 
totally lost sight of. Although the civil and diplo- 
matic bill had been three or four weeks in commit- 
tee, there had not, with the exception of one 
speech by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hit- 
LIARD,] on the rank of ambassador, and the reply 
| to that speech by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
| nia, (Mr. J. R. Incersoi.,] the first word been 
spoken on the subject-matter of the bill. 

Mr. JENKINS asked how the honorable chair- 
man himself could explain his several amendments 
to the bill from his own Committee of Ways 
and Means if this five-minutes rule should be re- 
scinded? 

Mr. VINTON, resuming, said that the practi- 
cal effect of this state of things was, that the real, 
practical examination and discussion of the merits 
of the bill commenced just when the general de- 
bate upon it closed, and gentlemen began to speak 
and act under this five-minutes rule. Before this, 
gentlemen consumed the time in talking about 
everything in the world but what was in the bill. 
If this five-minutes rule should be repealed, the 
House would have to take, in a great measure, 
upon trust, all that was done by the Committee of 

ays and Means, and the other standing com- 
mittees. This would, in effect, make a majority 
of the Committee of Ways and Means despotic; 
yes, absolute despots over between twenty and 
thirty millions of public money every year. No 
explanations could be given or received, but the 
members must * go it blind.” 

Mr. BAYLY said, as he considered this as a 
| proposition designed to expedite the business of 
the House, he wished to make a few remarks on 


the 
resolution for adjourning ’on the 7th of August 
next, leaving the House but twelve legislative days 
to close the session, while nine-tenths of the pub- 
| lic business was still on the table; and yet, no 
| sooner had they passed this resolution, than a gen- 
tleman on that side commenced and launched out 


That great question, which had so ominous a 
bearing on the harmony of the Union, remained 
still unadjusted. 


land be without an earnest desire to see that ques- 
| tion put to rest? 

The CHAIR here called Mr. B. to the question 
before the House. 


|| were keeping open questions for political and party || 
form and for the same object: made a harangue to- | 


purposes, his remarks were germane to the general 
| subject. 

| The SPEAKER thought not, and so ruled. 
Mr. POLLOCK moved the previous question. 


| 


|| refused to consent. 


| er they were to be gagged in this manner? and 
expressed the hope that the previous question 
, would be voted down. 


And could any patriot in the | . 
y | ‘| The amendment to theamendment was agreed to. 
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resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, which latter motion had prece- 
dence; but, before any question was taken, these 
motions were withdrawn at the request of 

Mr. VINTON, who made a report from the 
Committee of Conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses of Congress on che bill making 
appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses ofthe Indian department, and fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with the Indian tribes, for the year 
ending June 30, 1849. 

The report of the Committee of Conference was 
then, under the operation of the previous question, 
agreed to. 

It having been previously agreed to by the Sen- 
ate, the bill stands passed. ‘ 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, to which was referred the amendments 


| of the Senate to the bill of the House making ap- 


propriations for the naval service for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1849, reported the same back to the 
House, recommending a concurrence in some, and 
a non-concurrence in other, of the amendments. 
Committed. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 


| of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
_Morenean, of Kentucky, in the chair.) 


the good faith of gentlemen on the other side of || P 
louse on that subject. They had offered a | 


into a general digcussion on the politics of the day. | 


| Mr. BAYLY supposed that by showing that, || 
} instead of desiring to expedite business gentlemen | 
| 
| 


| 


Mr. ROOT wanted him to withdraw it; but he || 


j 


Mr. ROOT, with some warmth, inquired wheth- 


| The question being put on seconding the previ- | 


| ous question, it was decided in the affirmative: 
Ayes 71, noes 54. c 
he question then recurring on Mr. Vinton’s 


| 
| 
| 
} 


the residue of the session— 


|| yeas and nays: Yeas 107, nays 62. 


j 


ing the five-minutes rule was laid on the table. 


j 


| 


|; companied by a report. 


‘| ‘The resolution was read and committed, and, 


together with the report, ordered to be printed. 


amendment, to suspend the five-minutes rule during 


So the whole subject of repealing and suspend- 


Mr. COLLAMER moved that the whole sub- | 


| 


| Mr. CHAPMAN, from the select committee on | 
| the subject of the tobacco trade with Europe, re- 
ported a joint resolution concerning the same, ac- | 


|| in the navy to six cents per ration. 


After disposing of a point of order, which was 
raised by Mr. Fickuin, as to the priority of busi- 
ness, the committee took up the amendments of 
the Senate to the naval appropriation bill. 

The first four amendments of the Senate were 
agreed to nem. con. 

The fifth amendment of the Senate provides that 
the contractor for carrying the mails from Panama 
to Astoria shall stop at the ports in California, and 

rovides further that the line of steamers provided 


; in the contract with A. G. Sloo, shall ers going 


/and returning, at Charleston and Savannah. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence in this amendment, with 
_the insertion of the words “if practicable’’ after 
the word ‘‘ Charleston.” 
| Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, opposed the 
amendment of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Some conversation and explanations followed, 
by Measrs. VINTON, KING of Georgia, BURT, 
|, HUDSON, and HOUSTON of Alabama. 


Mr. CABELL moved an amendment to make 
Key West one of the stopping places for the Pa- 
, nama steamers. Rejected. 
| The Senate amendment, as amended, was agreed 
to. 

The sixth amendment of the Senate strikes out 
the fifth section of the bill, which increases the 
money commutation allowed for the spirit ration 
it was disa- 


greed to. 

The seventh, eighth, ninth, and eleventh amend- 
ments of the Senate were read (new sections) and 
agreed to. 

The tenth amendment of the Senate so modifies 
the proviso to the act of August 4, 1842, (which 
proviso limits the number of midshipmen to the 
number that were in service on the Jst of January, 
1842,) as to authorize the increase of the number 
to 464. 

The Committee of Ways and Means so recom- 
mending, this amendment was disagreed to, 

The twelfth amendment of the Senate suspends 
the provision in the fourth section of the act of 
March 3, 1845, which provides that not more than 
one hundred and eighty passed midshipmen shall 
receive the pay allowed passed midshipmen, until 
| the classes of 1841 and 1842 shall be examined and 
| the rank established among those who shall pass 
their examination. 
| The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
| 





i 
| 
| 


| 


{ 
|| mended a disagreement to this amendment. 

Some discussion took place on this amendment, 
in which Messrs. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 
|| KING of Georgia, BROWN of Pennsylvania, 





|. Mr. CHAPMAN also reported the views of the || TOOMBS,ATKINSON, VINTON ,and WENT- 


|| ject. Committed. 
|| After various suggestions and inquiries— 


1} INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || Speaker’s table. 


would but confine their discussions to the matter | 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, moved that the House 


|| Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved that the || 
Mr. V. said, that if gentlemen, when in Com- || House proceed to consider the business on the | 


| nn of the same committee on the same sub- || WORTH participated. The amendment was dis- 


|, agreed to. . 


|| All the amendments having been acted on, the 
i bill was laid aside to be reported to the House. 


THE OREGON BILL. 
The bill to establish the Territorial Government 


'| of Oregon was next taken up. — 
i) Mr. HARRIS, who was entitled to the floor, 


H 
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spoke his allotted hour. He denied the power of 
Congress to legislate upon the right of property in 
slaves further than to protect that right as recog- 
nized by the Constitution. 

Mr. CONGER oceupied another hour in main- 
taining the constitutional power of Congress to 
legislate for the Territories, and urging the expe- 
diency of excluding slavery therefrom. ; 

{These speeches will be found in the Appendix. } 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, having obtained per- 
mission to make an explanation, addressed the 
House as follows: 

Mr. Sreaken: Ever since the speech of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Houmes} ap- 
pe ared in print, I have be en watching for an Op- 
portunity to notice some of its statements, In the 
whole course of my life I have never read any pro- 
duction with more surprise than that sper ch of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Hoimes,) 
which purports to have been delivered in this 
House on the 28th ultimo, but which I did not 
hear. It was published in the Intelligencer of the 
Gth instant. 

Portions of it are graphic; and if it were designed, 
as might be inferred from parts of it, fora romance, 
it would be very well, and I should not feel called 
upon to make any comments upon it. But it is 
not so designed. It is meant as a serious pro- 
duction, as material for history, contributed, to 
ase the gentleman’s language, when the facts are 
** refutable or establishable.’’ Coming before the 
country in this imposing shape, it is important for 
euch of us as are concerned in its statements to 
see that they are correctly made. He makes mi- 
nute reference to the course of the Virginia dlelega- 
tion of the lust Congress relative to the Oregon 
question; and he places it in a very unenviable 
light before the country. I know it was not so 
intended. I know it was his purpose to do us 
honor. Nevertheless, the effect of his narrative 
is such as I have stated. Of those members of the 
Democratic portion of the Virginia delegation of 
the last Congress who opposed the notice, and ad- 
vocated the settlement of the Oregon difficulty on 
the basis of 49°, my friend and colleague from the 
Frederick district [Mr. Bepincer] and myself are 
the only ones now on this floor. It devolves upon 
us to see that justice is done here, not only to 
ourselves, but to our absent friends and former 
colleagues. This is my apvlogy for troubling the 
House at this time. 

I have nothing to say about the gentleman’s ac- 
countof Mr. Calhoun’s return to the Senate. From 
it, it appears that the step was first suggested by 


a company of New York Whig merchants, assem- | 


bled at a dinner, where ‘ta depth of feeling and a 
solemnity of manner” prevailed “ that is not usual 
over the convivial cup,”’ especially when the gen- 
tleman is present. It seems, under these solemn 
circumstances, he was requested to use his * influ- 
ence with Mr. Calhoun to get him to come back 
into the Senate;"’ that he wrote to Mr. Calhoun; 
that ** Mr. C. reluctantly consented to return; that 
in consequence, the Oregon question was settled.”’ 
And he thus traces the settlement of that question 
** gradually, as he would a vast estuary along the 
windings of a rivulet, till he comes to the fountain 
head, and shows from whence the mighty stream 
has vushed:’’ 

It is true, | have not understood the history of 
that transaction as the gentleman has represented; 
but it is not with it l have any concern. My con- 
cern is with what he says of the course of the 
Virginia delegation. 

The first remark of the gentleman which requires 
comment, is the following: 

“But Congress did assemble; the Presidential message 
eame in, asserting the right to the entirety of the territery, 
urging upon you, good Representatives, to maintain it; and 
there was a fourth and exuliation, a bounding of beart, 
throughout all those favorable to 54° 40. Sir, I well remem- 
ber, and history may tell, (for the facts are now refutable or 
establishable,) there was notone Democrat on this floor (save 


an humble individual) who opposed the President's message, 
and resolved not te vote for 34° 40°." , 


From the language here used, and more partic- 


ularly from that subsequently employed, the gen- | 


tleman will be understood to assert, that at the 
time of Mr. Calhoun’s arrival in this city, there was 
no Democrat in Congress but himself who had not 
made up his mind to insist upon the line of 54° 40’, 
and oppose an adjustment of the Oregon dispute on 
the basis of 40°. If such be the meaning of the gen- 
tleman, I beg leave to correct him. 
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| more than one “ humble individual” who, long | 


There was | 


before the meeting of Congress, had made up his 
mind that the dispute with Great Britain relative 
to Oregon could only be settled peaceably upon the 
basis of 499, and who was prepared to sustain the 
President in any effort he might make to settle it 
on that basis. 
on the question early in the debate, and I advo- 
_eated the adjustment of the question upon almost 
the precise terms on which it was finally adjusted, 


It will be recollected that I spoke | 


and expressed the belief that it could be, and ought | 


to be, adjusted on those terms. Most of the facts 
and arguments which I relied upon in that speech 
were collected and arranged before the time spoken 
of by the gentleman. | feared that the public mind 


was fast becoming committed to extreme views; | 


and, so far from being prepared to insist upon 
54° 40’, the object of my speech was to show that 


no such ultra position should be insisted upon. | 
Most persons who entertained similar views had | 


been reluctant, pending the negotiation, to express || 


them, as they did not wish, as long as the discus- 
sion as to the extent of our rights was going on 


between the two Governments, to seem to dispar- | 


age our claim. Such was my own case. The con- | 


sequence was, that nearly all the arguments which | 


| went to the country were in advoeacy of 54° 40’, || 


'as the extreme position on the Oregon question 


| was familiarly termed, and the public was fast be- | 


coming committed to it to an exient which I feared 


| Was unpropitious to a continuance of peace, which | 


in every view I considered as desirable. 


In this crisis | considered it my duty to resist | 


the current as far as my feeble powers would en- 
| able me; and | undertook to show that an adjust- 


justment of the question on the basis of 49° would || 


| be alike honorable and fortunate. And I certainly | 
| did not consider myself as opposing the Adminis- | 
| tration in making a speech in defence of a settle- | 


| ment of the dispute upon the terms the President 

had offered to adjust it, and upon which he would 
| be bound to settle it thereafter, if the same terms 
| could be obtained, as I doubted not they would be. 
| So much as to this first statement of the gentleman, 
which it was less important that I should notice, 
as far as | am personally concerned; for the public 
records will attest what my course was, and the 
views which influenced it. I come now to mat- 
| ters of which there is no record. 

The gentleman, after informing us that the 
Whigs were unwilling to resist what they regarded 
as dangerous to the country, and to ** throw them- 
selves into the breach,’’ and make what they sup- 
posed would be ‘a useless sacrifiee’”’ of them- 
selves, proceeds in the following strains: 


“ Sir, I was not satisfied. Mr. Calhoun arrived. T called 
upon him with a friend. dt was near the hour of midnight. 
He begged us to remain and give a programme of events. 
That friend said to him: ¢ Mr. Calhoun, itis the opinion of 
‘all vour friends, with the exception of one, without any 
‘ distinction in the Senate or House, that to oppose the mes- 
‘sage and the views of the President is to do no good, but 


The gentleman from South Carolina, in a subse- 
quent part of his speech, tells us that this friend of 
his was one of the Representatives from Virginia. 
Now, sir, | was not present, and I cannot, there- 
fore, contradict this statement. But I cannot re- 

| frain from expressing my strong belief that there 
is some mistake about it. I know of no member 
of Congress from Virginia who I am willing to 
believe would advise any one, much less a distin- 
guished statesman, to abstain from pursuing a 
| course which he regarded as dictated by his duty 
to his country for reasons of a mere personal 
character; or who supposed that, by doing so, he 
would preserve his “ability and usefulness.’’ Such 
a course certainly would not have been in imita- 
tion of the ancient models of patriotism which have 
been held up for our admiration. Nor do I know 
of one ** who had made up his mind likewise to go 
with the Executive”? for no reason but that he 
had been rebuked by Mr. Calhoun for giving him 
such advice as surely he ought to have given, that 
| would have turned away and said, “1 will, Mr. 
Calhoun, sustain you, he the consequences be 

| what they may.” 

I know nothing of these statements, although I 
am incredulous about them, but I do about those 
which follow, and it is to correct them which is 
my purpose in troubling the House at this time. 

| The gentleman proceeds: 
* We left him, for the midnight hour had arrived. My 


| friend and myself waiked for some distance along the pave- 
ment at that dead heur without searcely exchanging a word, 


Sonly to be overwhelmed, and henceforward to destroy your | 
'| ability, your usefulness,’ ”’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 


BE. 


j 





| 


| 
| 


gaa2 July 25, 


so full were our hearts. We parted—as he said to £0 to: 
his assembled colleagnes, who were waiting anxiously * 
result of the conversation, and the next day when [ say hin 
I asked him, ‘ How are the rest ?"—Virginia, the goo ' 
Dominion, had sent fourteen out of fitleen young, oath _ 
unsophisticated, not drilled Representatives, fresh from tt ; 
bosom of the people, to represent her on this floor—< , - 
are the rest!’ said I. He said that‘ When I related to the a 
the result of our conference, they replied, We px rhaps seg 
in it our doom : but we will stand by him.’ E reeeived y,,, 
communication the next morning. EF went into the Sena)... 
I communicated with the heads of the Whig party: ay) 
never will I forget the deep emotion, the flush of animation 
on their countenances when they said,‘ Will he stand py 
us, and fead off?’ Yes, sir, he did lead off; and in Spite oa 
all the whippings on, the stimulants which were giyen », 
the Senators who were around the President as a bod 
guard, public opinion, under Mr. Calhoun’s speeeh, begay 1, 
wane from its high tone, the pulse of war beat fainter and 
fainter, until at last the President perceived there was a) 
energy in the people that must come down like a voice of 
thunder against his measures,”’ 


I have no remark to make about the solemnity 
of feeling with which the gentleman and his friena 
were oppressed at *‘ that dead hour” of the night, 
except to say that it seems to have been as deep 
and solemn as prevailed at the dinner in New 
York. But I have some remarks about the other 
statements. The Virginiadelegation is represented 
as assembled at midnight, anxiously waiting t); 
result of the conversation of our colleague with a 
Senator, not of our own State, but of another State: 
and, by inevitable deduction, from the account of 
the gentleman, as undetermined in our course ti)! 
the result of that conversation was received. Now, 
sir, there was no such meeting of our delegation 
at that time, or at any other; and if there was any 


} one of my then colleagues who was undetermined 


as to his course, I do not know who he was; nor 
do I know of any one who are that he was 
sealing his doom in pursuing the course which any 
of us took, I certainly never entertained any sueh 
impression, On the contrary, F considered the 
course [ took as the one pointed out by my duty, 
and the only one I could pursue with safety or 
honor. And I can speak in this respect with nearly 
as much confidence of the views of my colleagues 
as 1 do of my own. Sir, no delegation which Vir- 
ginia has ever had upon this floor has ever occu- 
pied the humiliating position in which we ave 
placed before the country by the gentleman. 

The gentleman seemed to see that the country 
would be a little incredulous about a whole dele- 
Feton with but one exception, of the * good old 

ominion” occupying such a position; and hence, 
to give his statement a show of plausibility, he in- 
formed the country that Virginia was represented, 
at the time referred to, by fourteen out of fifteen 
** young, gallant, unsophisticated representatives.” 
Now, the country will be a little amused at this 
statement when it hears who these representatives 
were. At the head of our delegation stood my late 
friend (General Dromgoole,) who had been twenty- 
odd years in public life, and was regarded in Vir- 
ginia, even before he came to Congress, as one of 
our ablest and most experienced statesmen—a rep- 
utation which, I undertake to say, he did not lose 
here, where he was regarded as one of our most 
skillful parliamentarians. He was a man of great 
gallantry and purity of character, but I never heard 
him suspected of being very ‘ unsophisticated. 
Next to him stood the predecessor of my colleague 
from the Rockbridge district, [Gov. McDowett,| 
who was upwards of fifty years of age; although 
he was a quiet and unobtrusive gentleman, he was 
always esteemed as a very circumspect man, whose 
wisdom has been improved by extensive connec: 
tion with the affairs of life. Then comes my prese!'t 
colleague from the Norfolk district, (Mr. ATKIN- 
son,}| who is about the age of the entleman him- 
self, and has been employed in public life for many 
years, and has filled with honor to himself the re- 
spective posts of a member of the House of Del- 
egates and Senate of Virginia and of the Congress 
of the United States. There is but little of the 
green-horn about him. Perhaps before him | 
should have named the predecessor of my friend 
near me, [Mr. Tuompson,] Colonel Johnson, who 
twenty years ago was an esteemed and useful mem- 
ber o his House. Next to him stands our pres 
ent minister at Lisbon, (Colonel Hopkins,) who 
was very nearly, if not quite, the father of the 
House in 1845, and was regarded by his associates 
as so skillful and reliable that he was a prominent 
candidate for the Speakership at that time. An- 
other, at present a Senator from Virginia, (Mr. 
Hunter,) Rad, prior thereto, not only been for sev- 
eral years a distinguished member of this House, 
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other, (General Chapman,) to my certain knowl- 
edge, had been regarded as a skillful party leader 
en years before that time. Who was the prede- 
cessor of my friend from the Buckingham district, 
Vir. Bocock]? No less a man than Colonel Hub- 
ard, who had for a good while been a member of 
his House, and was as wise as he is modest. My 
colleague from the Wheeling district cannot be 
sjassed “with us youths,”’ and he had distin- 
vyished himself in the Legislature of Virginia 
many years before he came to Congress, as had 
the then Representative from the Albemarle dis- 
crict, (Mr. Leake,) who made such a strong im- 
nression upon this body. There were but three 
of my then colleagues (Messrs. Tredway, Seddon, 
and Bedinger) who had not had large experience 
in politics, and they had been for pier distin- 
evished members of a profession which usually 
pakes men keen-sighted in the affairs of life. Ina 
word, sir, all of my then colleagues were men of 
ability and experience, and I am quite sure that I 
was the only member from Virginia who was en- 
‘itled to be considered ‘ unsophisticated;”’ and I 
continued 3o from the inveteracy of the trait in 
ny character, in despite of ten consecutive years’ 
employment in public life. 

But enough of this. The Democratic portion 
of the Virginia delegation were not united on the 
occasion referred to, as might be inferred from the 
gentleman’s statement. On the contrary, we were 
divided six to eight. With these facts, which are 
notorious, and which are attested by the records 
of Congress, before him, where did the gentleman 
find authority to say that fourteen out of fifteen of 
the Virginia delegation were ‘‘assembled at mid- 
nizht waiting anxiously the result of the conver- 
sation’? with Mr. Calhoun, and, after hearing it, 
replied, ‘we perhaps see in it our doom, but we 
will stand by him?”? 

l only rose to vindicate the Virginia delegation 
from the injurious account of their proceedings 
given by the gentleman from South Carolina, and 
notto vindicate the President against equally inju- 
rious, and, as I believe, equally unfounded assaults 
upon him. And, such being my purpose, I shall 
make no further reference to that part of his speech 
ihan the expression of opinion I have just given. 


The committee then rose, and reported their ac- 
tion on the amendments of the Senate to the navy 
appropriation bill, and progress on the bill to estab- 
lish a territorial government in Oregon. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the naval appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. VINTON moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and, under the operation 
thereof, the action of the Committee of the Whole 
was concurred in. 

And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, July 25, 1848. 


Mr. DOWNS presented a petition from Captain 
Theodore Lewis, of the Louisiana volunteers, ask- 
ing that bounty land might be allowed them; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. D, stated that these volunteers had been re- 
tained in Louisiana by the express command of 
their officers, and hence were not entitled to their 
land bounty under the proviso that it should be 
given only to those who had marched to the seat 
of war. Mr. D. invoked the attention of the Mil- 
itary Committee to this case, which he conceived 
one of peculiar hardship, and expressed the hope 
that a bid might be reported extending to them the 
munificence of the Government. 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial from F. F. Ald- 
rich, inventor of a new mode of prope!ling steam 
vessels intended for steam navigation, which he 
claims to be superior in all respects to any hitherto 
discovered or known, and asking that the Secretary 
of the Navy may be allowed to contract for the 
building ofa war steamer of seven hundred or one 
thousand tons burden. He says the steamer shall 
be superior in every respect for sea service to any 
heretofore built by or for the United States. No 
money to be advanced until finished, and found to 
fulfill the conditions. ‘The whole price not to ex- 
ceed $200,000. The memorial was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a letter from Dr. 


ie presided over its deliberations. Still an- | 
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et in relation to authorizing the Committee on 
the Library to purchase the work of Dr. M., rela- 
tive to the operations of the Treasury Department; 
which was referred to the Commitee on the Li- 
brary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the pay- 
ment of money due to certain Creek Indians; which 
was read a first time. 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, reported a bill for the relief of John 
B. Hogan; which was read a first time. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the following House bill with an 
amendment: An act in addition to an act entitled 
“An act for the relief of the inhabitants of the 
reserved townships in Gibson county, in the State 
of Louisiana,”’ approved 11th August, 1842. 

Mr. BREESE, from the same committee, re- 
ported the bill to modify the clause of the 7th sec- 
tion of the act entitled ‘*An act to enable the people 


State Government for the admission of such State 
into the Union,” approved 6th August, 1846, with 
several amendments. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill to facilitate the entry 
of preémption claims, accompanied by a report. 
The bill was read a first time. 


Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Con- || 


ference, made a report relating to the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill making appro- 
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they are what is best for their interests? He 
regarded it as our true policy to let slavery alone, 
Climate and population are continuing to drive 
slavery further and further to the south, to the lati- 
tude where free labor could not flourish, He read 
a number of extracts from a pamphlet in his hands, 
showing, that in the first stage after the introdue- 
tion of slavery, the increase of slaves is great; in 
the second stage, the white population increases in 
an equal ratio with the slaves; and in the third 
stage, the slave race diminishes rapidly. All thia 
proved the assertion, that climate and population 
would banish slavery from the northern latitudes, 
He recommended these facts to the consideration 
of abolitionists, and entreated them to suffer the 
conviction to enter their minds, that their truest 


| policy was to leave the institution to take the course 


to which climate and population impelled it. 
The policy of the North was calculated to let the 


| slaves in the South loose on society; and the effect 


of this state of things would be, the neglect of 


|| cultivation, and distress and starvation among the 


of Wisconsin Territory to form a Constitution and || slaves themselves. 


| cussion of the subject. 


He had been always opposed 
to the rule of the House which prohibits the dis- 
It would please him better 


to let free discussion go on, so that the South may 


priations for the Indian Department; which was | 


concurred in. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the amendments of 
the House to the bill renewing certain naval pen- 
sions for the term of five years, and extending the 


benefits of existing laws respecting naval pensions | 


to engineers, firemen, and coal-heavers in the navy, 
and to their widows, made a report recommending 
that the Senate disagree to the same; which was 
concurred in. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the || 
Senate what amount, if any, of unexpended balances of for- | 
mer appropriations for the surveys of the public lands, are | 


on hand and available for that purpose for the present fiscal 
year; and whether, ifthere be any such unexpended balances, 
they are or not liable to be absorbedin payment of contracts 
for the public surveys heretofore made; and if the same, or 
any part of the same, can be applied to the payment of con- 
tracts hereafter to be made. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
President of the United States to detail a competent pay- 


just all the claims presented by the officers and soldiers of 
the late war, for pay, mileage, and other allowances, and for 
the extra pay granted them under the act of July 19, 1848. 


On motion of Mr. BRADBURY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of extending the provisions 
of the 8th section of chapter 34, of the Ist session of the 6th 
Congress, granting pensions to officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, disabled in the line of their duty, to eases where such 
disability occurred prior to the passage ef said act. 


TERRITORIAL BILL. 
Mr. CLAYTON moved to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill to establish Territorial Gov- 


ernments in Oregon, New Mexico, and California. | 


Mr. UNDERWOOD said, that when he went 


into the committee, he did not doubt the power of 
Congress over the subject of the government of | 
Without it, officers in the employ of | 


Territories. 
the public could not be protected in the perform- 
ance of their duties. Congress had always ex- 
ercised the power to legislate on the subject. On 
going into the committee, his first object was, to 
effect a compromise on the basis of the Missouri 
line, amended so as to adapt it to the new Territo- 
ries. In this he had failed. He then explained 





be able to hear what it is that the North intend, or 
ask. 

Alluding to the recent events in France, he 
stated that the flag of the “C&uvriers’’ bore on it 
the inscription, “If victorious, pillage; if van- 
quished, conflagration;”’ and if this was the spirit 
which prevailed where there was no prejudice 
against castes, how much more outrageous a course 
might be anticipated in the event of a sudden and 
simultaneous emancipation of the slaves? He spoke 
of the advantages of colonization, which had been 
assailed from its outset; and suggested, that the 
system might be improved by declining the export- 
ation of the aged and infirm, and leaving it to the 
young of both sexes, who might be emancipated 
by purchase. The money which had been ex- 
pended in the Mexican war would have been suffi- 
cient to buy out all the slaves of the Union. He 
had no apprehensions for the Union, be this ques- 
tion settled as it may. But supposing that it was 
dissolved, or that the seat of government were 
established on the banks of the Ohio: this prox- 
imity would draw numbers of these slaves from 
Kentucky, and difficulties will be constantly rising. 

These considerations ought to induce all sec- 
tions of the country to unite for the passage of 
acompromise. To show that the North was in 
some degree dependent on the South, he referred 
to the annual commercial report of the acting Sec- 
retary of the Treasury on the commerce and navi- 
gation of the country. He replied to some of the 


master of the army, who shall keep his office at the seat of || arguments advanced by Mr. Corwin, and insisted 


Government, and whose duty it shall be to examine and ad- || that these appeals to the passions of men, such as 














| we had been listening to yesterday, were calcu- 
|| lated to feed the prejudices of the people, and to 


mislead their judgment, The true question is, b 
what right do the northern States refuse to permit 
the master of a slave to bring in his property with 
him? 

He complained that the northern States, by ex- 
cluding the slavea of the South, assumed an au- 
| thority which the South was condemned to feel 
acutely. When he returned to his constituents, 
they would inquire of him as to the condition of 
the new countries, whether they were fit for occu- 
pation, and with what prospect of success emi- 
grants might venture thither. He regretted that 
the answer he should be bound to give would be 
of a character to disappoint their hopes. He de- 
clined to go into an argument which would be bet- 
ter reserved for the Supreme Court, whenever a 
case of appeal shall be made out for its decision. 
He had determined at peeves to keep his mind 
open to convictior, until the argument shall be got 
through. 

On the subject of the Presidential election, he 
adverted to the change which was likely to be 


his proposition at length. With some few restric- || made in the character of the next representation in 


tions, he proposed to leave the legislative bodies 
free to‘act on all subjects. He thought this would 
have been satisfactory everywhere. 
the Territories would have been gradually trained 
for admission into the Union. A free choice was 


i 


he people of | 


| 


Congress after the next census shall have been 
taken. Delaware is rapidly approximating to a 
non-slaveholding State, and the strength of the 
States of that description is increasing so rapidly, 
| that shortly they will be able to overcome the veto 


left to them to choose the institutions of the South || power. At this moment, efforts are being made 
or of the North. Why should either section of our |, to compel one of the candidates for the next Pres- 


country, North or South, interpose to prevent it? 
Why should they, who are strangers to the pecu- 
liar institutions which prevail, tell the people where 


j 
| 
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| idency to pledge himself against the interposition 
| of the power of the veto. He warned the North 
against pursuing any longer a course which was 
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only calculated to create new agitation throughout 
the country. 

Mr. BUTLER rose and adverted to the im- 
portance of the issue now presented. Fifteen States 


while fifteen others are struggling only, as he be- 
lieved, for what were their rights. The discussion 
had worn ao calm and temperate character until 
yesterday, when the Senator from Ohio poured 
forth from his fall mind, arguments and state- 
ments which had forever banished from his breast 


'} to stand here as a modern declaimer. 
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He was not disposed to indulge in declamation, or | 


He had not 
aided to carry slavery into Oregon; he was not 


|| responsible for the spread of it. He had admired 
are contending for the enlargement of their power, 


the hope of a successful termination of the efforts | 


at compromise. That Senator had asserted it as 
hia honest opinion, that it was no matter what 


course was adopted in this Senate, the course | 


of public opinion could not be arrested or turned 
aside. le insisted that the South had fulfilled 
all its obligations in relation to the existing com- 
pact between the North and South. He vindi- 
cated Virginia againat the insinuations which had 
been poured out upon her, and stated that she had 


been unjustly and unnaturally aspersed by those | 


who benefited hy her liberality when she made the 
cession of the Northwest Territory. They who 
had profited by her bounty now turned upon her 
and insulted her. 

If it was a question how much the non-slave- 
holding States had gained from the labor of the 
slaveholding States, the figures of rhetoric would 
soon give way before the figures of arithmetic. 
Hie asked if the forefathers of the South, when 
they gave their assent to the Constitution, had 
supposed that they were giving to the North au- 
thority for the unlimited expansion of their po- 
litical power, while they were imposing on the 
South the Procrustean process, by which she was 
always to be clipped and kept within narrow fet- 


ters, would they have ever given their consent to | 


the instrument? 

Iie commented severely on the course of the 
Eastern States in refusing to give up the fugitive 
slaves from the South. He referred to the state- 


ment which had been made in debate that the com- | 

> ' . | 
promise in the Convention was the result of a bar- | 
gain, and expressed his deep regret at the degra- | 


dation which was imposed on him and on the || ton, South Carolina—the Charleston Mercury. 


whole South by this bargain. He complained that 
the South had degenerated, and been impover- 
ished for the benefit of the North; and that all this 
had been effected out of the power which the South 
had surrendered t6 the North in the Convention. 
Ile feared it was a destiny from which she was no 
longer able to free herself. But he would still 
resist; and would not trust to any Presidential 
vetoes—either to the veto of Mr. Cass, or the veto 
of General ‘Taylor. He would resist as far as he 
was able. 

He referred tothe history of the Oregon bill forthe 


purpose of showing that the South had uniformly || 


eens cena 


exhibited a strong disposition to make concessions, | 
but that they had not been met in a kindred spirit. | 


He felt sure, that if the power was to be conferred 


on the Legislatures of California and New Mexico | 
to enact laws on the subject, composed of all classes | 


and colors of character, the decisions would be uni- 
formly adverse to the interests of the South. He 
was opposed to this power being given to these 
foreign bodies. Congress has the power to exercise 
sovereignty over the Territories, and in this power 
is included the regulation of the affairs of the Ter- 
ritories, with eertain restrictions. 


He then proceeded to examine the argument of | 


the Senator from Vermont. In South Carolina, 
no man was eligible to a seat in the Legislature, or 
an office of rank, who does not own ten slaves and 
a tract of land, or £500 free from debt. Could any 
such law prevail in Vermont? Would the Sena- 
tor from Vermont agree to move an amendment 
that no man shall be eligible to office in California 
who owns a slive? or would it be received, if a 
motion was made that a man must own ten slaves 
to constitute his eligibility to office? Here, then, 
was a distinction which was unconstitutional, be- 
cause it made a discrimination in oroperty which 
could not be tolerated or intended. He insisted 
that the power of Congress was limited here. Were 
advantages to be given to one class in preference 
to another, because in the one the elements of civi- 
lization were more distinctly developed than in the 
other? 

When the Senator from Ohio declaimed against 
slavery, he had forgotten that such men had existed 
as Cato, and Cicero, and Demosthenes, and that 
they lived in a community where slavery existed. 


| 





oumetenss 


| Senator’s speech, and related an anecdote of a party 


| Yes. 


| Pequod thirty-nine lashes. 
and such was the morality of the North in its treat- 


| froma ship, and the captain was a foreigner, he 


| could find any other practical bill which protected | 


| saw no probability of obtaining a better one than | 


| into the Union, although slavery may have been 


—o— 


| olitionist in the leading paper published in Charles- | 


the oratory of the Senator from Ohio, which he 
characterized asequally Leautiful and ad captandum; 
but he charged that the love of power was at the 
bottom of it. He ridiculed the moral tone of the 


of clergymen at a religious revival who were called 

to dine on venison, when, after the blessing had 

been asked, one whispered to the clergyman, that | 
Pequod had killed the deer on Sunday. What was 
to be done? ‘The minister told his brethren that 
the venison had been killed on Sunday: Could they 
eat it? Why, you have asked a blessing, I believe! 
Well, then, that will partly consecrate the 
venison; so we may eat the meat, and then give | 
This was morality! 


ment of the South. 
He resisted the assertion that slaves on board a | 
ship, if driven by stress of weather out to sea, be- 
came free, which he understood to have been made 
by the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Batpwin. ] 
Mr. BALDWIN explained what he had said, 
in order to correct a misapprehension. 
Mr. BUTLER said, if any one took his slaves 


should think himself entitled by the Constitution 
to demand a declaration of war. He did not regard 
the authorities which had been produced as concla- 
sive, because the cases were not sufficiently analo- | 
gous to the cases which he had assumed. If he | 


the South, he would be willing to take it; but he | 


this. 

Mr. FOOTE rese and said, he would not have 
taken any part in this discussion, but for some- 
thing which had fallen in debate. Humble as he 
was, he found himself between two opposing fires. 
He had been assailed in New England, and he had 
also been attacked as more dangerous than an ab- 


And he had been told by the Senator from New 
Hampshire that he was so considered here. He 
had therefore thought it was a proper opportunity 
for him to make some few remarks, in order that 
his true position should no longer be misunder- 
stood. He would not go into declamation, neither 
would he go into any history of the slave trade, 
which had been already given with sufficient abil- 
ity by others. He did not hold himself responsible 
for the introduction of slavery, nor had he ever 
entertained any extraordinary affection for slave- 
dealers from any section of the Union. 

He referred to the argument of the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Carnoun,] that the intro- 
duction of a new Territory, acquired by conquest, 


abolished there previously, carried slavery with it. 
To this his heart assented, but his judgment could 
not yet assent to it. He was still in doubt. He | 
feared that the argument of the Senator from Ver- 
mont had not been answered, and that it could not 
be met in this Senate; and that it could not be met 
in the Supreme Court; and that the decision of that 
court, as itis now constituted, would be against 
the South. And then, said he, where are we? He 
laid it down that the northern men were the 
shrewdest men in the Union. He had traveled 
over every part of the Union to the Rio Grande, 
and had found Yankees everywhere; and he had 
never found one who was not anxious to own a 
slave. And they were the most rigid of masters— 
they were masters indeed. As soon as a Yankee 
could command four hundred dollars, he laid it out 
in a slave, because he knew that he laid out his 
money to advantage. Living in a cotton-growing 
country, he knew that a slave was the most valu- 
able property he could possess. He admired the 
Yankees very much. He had never desired to 
hang them all. And ifhe had, as had been charged 
against him, ever used such an expression in the 
heat of the moment, he would now retract it. He 
was perfectly satisfied that the Yankees would 
never vote for the abolition of slavery, if they could 
gain any profit by continuing it. 

He was not pleased with the bill, but he did not | 
say he would not vote for it. He represented the | 
sunny South, and the generous influences which 
governed that region would have their effect on his 
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‘| a free Government. 


_over and over again. ; L 
| spoken on the subject, and had given great joy to 
| the hearts of Mexicans. 


| 


July 25, 


course, He was willing to admit these n 
immediately, as he believed that they 
come cotton-growing and slave States. 
that, he was disposed to take the Misso 
promise, as proposed to be amended, by le 


ew States 
Would be. 
Next to 
uri com- 
aving the 


people below 36° 30’ to take their own course 
| Thirdly, he was in favor of the Missouri compro. 
| mise, as proposed to be amended by the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Unpekwoop.] This he pre- 
' ferred to the present compromise. 


He adverted to the present condition of the 


|| world. We live in a peculiar age, in the midst of 


momentous occurrences. Agitation was rife jy 
every part of the world. In Ireland, a strugole 


/was going on under more unfavorable circum- 
| stances. 


He referred to the trial of Mitchell, ana 
to the definition of slavery by Curran; and stated 
that ander this bill the Territories would not enjoy 


He objected to the compromise, because it did 
not establish a Republican Government in Califor. 
nia and New Mexico; and he considered it a yio- 
lation of the spirit of one of the articles of the 


| treaty with Mexico. The power was vested jy) a 
| few persons, and the increase of the appointment 


might lead to difficulty. Suppose the Presiden: 
should appoint slaveholders to these offices, there 
would be more uproar in that Wilmot provisu Bed- 
lam—the North—than had ever been heard before. 
Suppose he should appoint a majority of these 
officers from north of Mason and Dixon’s line, 
then we are gone—gone, not by a decision of the 
Supreme Court, but by a sudden death—and he 
feared that there would be but httl lamentation 
over us. Again, he contended that slavery could 
not exist without legislative protection. Ifa man 
should take a hundred slaves into one of these 
foreign ‘Territories, and they should be disposed 
to rebel against him, what law is there to which 
he can appeal. And suppose a man comes to steal 
his slaves, to carry them to the Pacific, and the 
owner threatens to appeal to the law; he will be 
answered, you can do nothing—there is no law in 
the case. There are many in his section of coun- 
try disposed to emigrate to California; but there 
was not one who would le such a dolt as to carry 
a slave there, because he could not hold him, in 
consequence of the hands of the local authorities 
being tied up, so that they could not interfere on 


| the subject of slavery. 


He then made an attack on the language used 
by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Corwin] as to the 
question. As to what he had said about the Mex- 
ican war, it was the old story which we had heard 
That Senator had before 


It had been denounced 
by his constituents, was burned in effigy, and dis- 


avowed in public mectings in his own State. He 


trusted that the speech of yesterday was intended 
as a comic exhibition, for he could not seriously so 
speak when he reflected on the bloody corses of 
his fellow-countrymen bleaching on Mexican soil. 


/Such language would not be tolerated in the as- 


semblies of Greece or Rome, and that Senator 
knew it. Even Cicero himself would have drawn 
on himself the indignation of the Romans, highly 


_as he was honored by them as their most splendid 


orator. 
He then remarked on the statement of the Sen- 


‘ator from Ohio that he would not vote for General 


Taylor were he not assured that he would not put 
his veto on the Wilmot proviso, quoting from some 
of the southern papers to show that his aid was 


ealculated on to put down that measure should it 


be presented to him. nay ‘ 

He concluded with expressing his intention to 
vote for the bill, notwithstanding his objections to 
the bill, should his friends still consider it as essen- 
tial to the security of the interests of the South. _ 

Mr. WESTCOTT took the floor to define his 
position. He denied that Congress had any power 
over the Territories which was not restricted by 
the municipal regulations existing there. All that 


had been said on the other side originated in a 


misconception of the meaning of what is called 4 
Territorial Government, which, as was stated once 
by the Senator from Missouri, was a mere ee 
control. The power of Congress is represent 

as supreme, arbitrary, uncontrolled. It is alleged 
that Congress can abolish slavery in the oe 
ries. He adverted to a small volume, publish 

in 1775, containing the ndence between 
Jonathan Sewell and John Adams, in which pre- 
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cisely the same arguments were found to be used 
py the Tories of that day, that Great Britain had 
a right to legislate for the American colonies, 
which are now used in reference to these Territo- 
ries by Senators on the other side. ‘The Whigs of 
1776 did not deny the right of Great Britain to 
legislate for the colonies in all matters relative to 
foreign matters, but they did deny her right to put 
her foot on the soil of the culonies and to interfere 
with their local sovereignty. 

We seem to have forgotten the rights of Cali- 
fornia. Jt was not so in the Parliament of Great 
Britain, where there were found a Chatham, a | 
Fox, and others, to stand up and assert the rights 
of the colonies, and to deny the right of Great | 
Britain to impose a tax on them. He would not 
he one to aid in the usurpation of rights in these 
Territories for which we had no authority. He 
would not deny the right of Congress to adopt po- 
lice, municipal regulations. We had no right to 
interfere with the sovereignty of these Territories. 
Slavery might be a very good or a very bad insti- 
tution; but Congress had no control over it. He 
stated, that when, early in life, he was sent to 
Florida as a federal officer, he very soon resigned | 
the office, assigning, in his letter of resignation, | 
as his reason, that he could not reconcile it to his | 
own feelings or to his principles to hold an office in | 
the appointment of the incumbent of which the 
people of that Territory had no ee 

He stated his witention to append to his speech, 
when published, some extracts from the volume | 
on his desk, in illustration of these remarks. He | 
read a number of letters from Mr. Madison, Mr. | 
Monroe, and other distinguished men, whose views | 
coincided with his own. 

Mr. BALDWIN and Mr. BERRIEN made 
some explanations. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, rose to address | 
the Senate, and, after proceeding for a short time, 
yielded the floor, about 7 o’clock; and 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Senate adjourn. | 

Mr. BERRIEN called for the yeas and nays on | 
this motion, and they were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the | 
afirmative, as follows: 


| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER replied in the negative, the | 


previous question having been seconded. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, rose, and, having 
ascertained that his vote was recorded in the nega- 
tive, (with the majority,) moved to reconsider the 
vote just taken, by which the House had refused 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to lay the motion to re- 


| consider on the table. 


Mr. DANIEL asked the yeas and nays, which 
| were ordered; and, being taken, resulted: Yeas 
89, nays 91. 
| The question was then stated on reconsidering 
the vote by which the House refused to lay the 
resolution on the table; and it was decided in the 
| affirmative: Yeas 59, nays 33. 
The vote being reconsidered— + 
The question was then put on laying the reso- 
lution on theat&ble, and it was decided in the 
affirmatiye: Yeas 96, nays 90. 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, 
i Teale, Bedinger, Birdsall, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Buck- 


ner, Burt, Cabeli, Canby, Catheart, Clapp, Franklin Clark, | 


| Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cob), Crisfield, Crozier, 
Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Donnell, Featherston, Fick- 
lin, Flournoy, French, Fries, Fulton, Goggin, Green, Willard 
P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harmauson, Harris, Haskell, 
| Henley, Hill, Isaac E. Holmes, George 8. Houston, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jameson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Johuson, G. W. Jones, Kennon, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, 
McClelland, McCiernand, McDowell, McKay, Job Mann, 
Miller, Morris, Mullin, Outlaw, Peck, Pettit, Peyton, Pres- 
ton, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Roekhill, Root, 
Sawyer, Schenck, Shepperd, Simpson, Sims, Stanton, Chas. 
kK. Stuact, Thomas, James Thompson, Jacob ‘Thompson, 


R. W. Thompson, John B. Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, | 


William Thompson, ‘Tompkins, Venable, Wallace, Wiley, 
| Williams, and Woodward—S6. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Belcher, Blanchard, 


Boydon, Butier, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Col- | 
lins, Conger, Cranston, Darling, Dickey, Dixon, Daniel | 


| Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, 


| Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, Gentry, Giddings, || 
| Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Mosés Hamp- | 


| tou, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, 
| Hudson, Lrvin, Jenkins, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas 

B. King, Daniel P. King, Lahin, W. T. Lawrence, Sidney 
| Lawrence, Lineoln, Lord, Lynde, Maclay, McIlvaine, Hor- 


. , a. 
|; ace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Nelson, Nicoll, Pal- 

| frey, Peaslee, Pendleton, Petrie, Pollock, Putnam, Reynolds, | 
{| Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Rose, Rumsey, 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House. 

TERRITORY OF OREGON. 

The bill to establish a Territorial Government 
in Oregon was then taken up. 

Mr. WALLACE, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the committee in a constitutional areu- 
ment against the pewer of Congress to impair the 
right of property in slaves, and exposing the agi- 
tations of northern abolitionists as a species of 
madness, incompatible with any just sense of pa- 
triotic duty. - 

Mr. CROWELL followed, in a general speech 
on the subject of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Mr. C. having coneluded— 

Mr. IVERSON obtained the floor, and spoke on 
the gencral subject of slavery, alleging the insecu- 
rity of trusting to northern compromises; contend- 
ing that both the Whig candidates were unsound 
on this question, and arguing the hopelessness of 
the cause of the South in the event of their suc- 
cess. bs 

The committee then rose and reported Senate 
bill for payment of liquidated claims against Mex- 
ico, as amended, and progress on the Oregon bill. 

The amendment to the Senate bill for the pay- 
ment of liquidated claims against Mexico was read 
and agreed to; and the bill was passed. 

Whereupon, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wennespay, July 26, 1848. 
Mr. HUNTER presented a memorial from P. 
M. Butler, Cherokee agent, asking for the settle- 
ment of his accounts, on principles of equity; 


which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported House bill for the 
relief of certain surviving widows of officers and 
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|| St. John, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, Smart, Caleb B. || soldiers of the revolutionary war. ; ; 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, || Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Strohm, || Mr. JOHNSON also, from the same committee, 
Berrien, Bradbury, Butler, Calhoun, Clarke, Clayton, Cor- || Tallmadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Thurston, Tuck, Van Dyke, || reported House bill for the relief of Skelton Fel- 
win, Davis of Massachusetts, Dix, Dodge, Greene, Hamlin, 1 Vinton, Warren, and Wentworth—90. | ton, without amendment. 


Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Man- | So the resolution waa laid on the table. Mr. JOHNSON also, from the same commit- 


gun, Metealfe, Niles, Phelps, Spruance, Underwood, Up- ; 
ham, Walker, Westcott, and Yulee—30. 2 { | Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways || tee, made an adverse report on House bill for the 
icissippiy Dick ioe Breese, Bright, Davis of |) and Means, to which was referred Senate bill for || relief of Daniel H. Warren. 
Mississippi, Dickinson, Dougias, Felch, Fitzgerald, Foote, , eg ; : ; | Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson’ of Georgia, King, || the payment of liquidated claims against Mexico, || | Sr. ae : 
Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, and Turney—19. \| reported the same back to the House with an || Office and Post Roads, moved that the committee 
: amendment. Committed |, be discharged from the further consideration of the 
The Senate then adjourned. | : ; sal of J and Bok 
| Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to recon- |; Memorial of Jones and Boker. ; a 
| sider a vote of the House, given yesterday, to lay | Mr. RUSK also, from the Committee on Mili- 
| on the table a report and resolution for abolishing || ae ae a vee ae ee be dis- 
| . oh ms . a , tion of a memo- 
3 || the five-minutes rule, (the rule which allows every || Charged from the further considerat 
Wepbnespay, July 26, 1848. | member moving an ouatinieaane toa pending bill tt rial from Tennessee in relation to increase of the 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || five minutes to explain its nature and design. ) ay 9 private soldiers. : : 
Mr. WENT WORTH rose toa privileged ques- || Mr. McCLELLAND moved to lay the motion || r. HALE submitted the following resolution: 


tion, and moved the usual resolution to close all || to reconsider upon the table; which was agrecd to. | _ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to —— 
debate in Committee of the Whole on the state of \ Mr. COBB rose to a privileged motion, and | the Senate with an account of the gross amount paid an 
the Union, at two o’clock this day, on the bill to || 


. || allowed each officer, or person whose name appears in the 

; —— moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday, adopt- || Army Register for the current year; and also, to inform the 
establish the Territorial Government of Oregon; | 
and on this resolution Mr. W. moved the previous 
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ing a joint resolution providing that business re- 1] Senate why said information is not contained in the Army 
maining unfinished at the close of the first session || Register for the present year, agreeably to tie reauliremtthe 


question. of any Congress, be revived at the opening of the | aS some tg SORES GE FRR, SUEY OP 
| 1 February, ; 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to lay the || second session, 80 as to take it up a goon with || wr. KING, on leave, introduced a bill granting 

it from the point at which it was laid down. | to the State of Alabama the right of way and a 

yorentambebeiemene = epee the | Mr. ROCKWELL hoped it would not be re- || donation of public lands for making a railroad from 


resolution on the table. 


Mobile to the mouth of the Ohio river; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 


Mr. HILL moved a call of the House. 


considered, and moved to lay the motion of Mr. || 
On this motion Mr. BURT demanded the yeas | 


Coss upon the table. Mr. R. observed that the | 
rule which had been adopted was a most salutary || 
one, 

Mr. COBB said it was the worst rule that had 
ever been made. i| 

The yeas and nays were demanded on laying || 
the motion to reconsider upon the table, and it || 
was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 128, nays 50. || 
So the reconsideration was negatived. 


and nays, which were ordered; and, being taken, || 
resulted as follows: Yeas 51, nays 112. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

The question then recurring on the motion of 
Mr. Hovusron to lay the resolution to limit the 
debate upon the table, it was taken by yeas and 
nays, and was decided in the negative: Yeas 86, 
"o 88. 

r. RHETT rose and inquired if it was in | 

order to move to postpone the consideration of the | 
resolution ? 

The SPEAKER said it was not, the previous 
question having been seconded. 4 

Mr. RHETT inquired if it was in order to move 
to lay the resolution on the table? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative, the 
question having just been taken, and no vote in- || 
tervened. 1 


TERRITORIAL BILL. 


Mr. HANNEGAN submitted a resolution, that 
the Senate do this day take a recess from four to 
fiye o’clock, p. m. Mr. H. modified it by substitu- 
ting from “ four to six.” 

Mr. BERRIEN thought the resolution very 

| well as it was; one hour was sufficient. 
CLAIMS ON MEXICO. | Mr. HANNEGAN wished to give time to those 
' On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, the | who lived ata distance from the Capitol, and he 
| House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole | did not think two hours too long a period, but he 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Morenezap, of | would modify it so as to read from ‘* four to half- 
Kentucky, in the chair.) | past five.” ; Vain 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee } Mr. BENTON desired to inquire if the resolu- 
took up the Senate bill for the payment of liqui- || tion was offered with a view to a night session; 
dated claims against Mexico. || for if so, he should op it. It was bad enough 

The Committee of Ways and Means reported || to be here all day during the d ys, without 
an amendment to this hill, which proposed to || adding in the “‘ dog nights;’’ besides being subject- 
strike out the second section and insert a new || ed to the efiluvia arising from unpleasant gas. 

\| section. Mr. HANNEGAN said his sole object was to 








Mr. RHETT inquired if it was in order to move 
a call of the House? 
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have some disposition made of this bill, in order | the motion being agreed to, the Senate resumed the 


that the session might be brought to a close. 
cording to present appearances, it seemed as if the 
session was about to reverse the order of nature, 
**that all earthly things must have an end.” It 
was not likely Set this bill would be disposed of 
without a night session, and we might as well sit 
to-night as to-morrow night. 

Mr. UPHAM said, if it was intended to press 
this important measure through with such precip- 
Hlancy, it was the most extraordinary course he 
had ever witnessed. No Senator could be more 
desirous than himself to bring the session to a} 
close; but he owed it to his constituents and to 
himself to give his views on the bill. He had not 
been very eager to obtain the fluor, for he always | 
felt a reluctance to enter into a competition to catch 
the attention of the Chair, and, therefore, others 
had obtained the opportunity, when he desired to 
speak. He thought it hard, however, that while 
some of the frends of the measure had spoken 
twice and thrice, he should be compelled to ad- 
dress the Senate in the evening, when every man 
was worn down and exhausted. His state of health | 
did not permit him to do this. He did not often | 
address the Senate, and when he did, it was with | 
great brevity. To others he had listened with | 
great pleasure, and he did not think it unreason- | 
able, if he claimed for himself a hearing on a sub- 
ject of such great importance, in which not only | 
his own constituents, but the whole of the non- 
siaveholding community, were so deeply inter- 
ested, 

Mr. CLAYTON hoped that his friend from 
Vermont would have ample opportunity to ad- 
dress the Senate during the day. He was per- 
fectly satisfied that there was no Risostden among | 
the friends of the bill to prevent any Senator from 
being heard. But it was very desirable to have 
the bill disposed of in one way or another, and 
without delay. Congress had been already in ses- | 
sion nearly eight months, And every one must see | 
the propriety of bringing it to a close. He ex- | 
pressed his willingness to vote for the resolution. | 

Mr. MANGUM asked if it was reasonable that | 
a question of such immense magnitude, and which 
was presented to Congress in an entirely new as- 
ect, should be thus precipitated to a decision. | 
Phere was gyeat interest and excitement through- | 
out the whole country, in relation to this subject; | 
and he should somelinate regret to see it pressed | 
through when the Senate was in a complete state | 
of exhaustion. Many members were In an en- | 
feebled state of health, and could not endure a late 
sitting; and to urge the measure, under such cir- 
cumstances, seemed to be a denial of their rights. | 
lt was very well to say it was desirable to termi- 
nate the session, and all that—and all that! But 
he would say to Senators, there was a prodigious 
excitement throughout the country, and we shall | 
be held responsible for the consequences of haste | 
or error. Stull, he was ready to acquiese in the | 
decision of the Senate; but he would again suggest | 
that it would be unwise to precipitate the measure, | 
without allowing proper time for deliberation and | 
discussion. 

Mr. HANNEGAN contended that this was no 
new principle which was under consideration. It 
was the same that had been before the country for 
three years. 
and he was exhausted, and he thought the Senate 
must be wearied, 

Mr. NILES said, he supposed this resolution | 
constitated a part of the much talked-of compro- 
mise, in which the bill was said to have been | 
framed. It was all of apiece—a compromise en- | 
tirely for the benefit of one party, while the other | 
was to take nothing. One party here, relying on 
ns numerical strength, had magnanimously come 


debate the question, except those who were friendly 


the bill was introduced, it was attempted to press | 
it through. 
practice, whenever a majority had determined to 
push a bill through, and ‘* to sit it out,” that they 
carefully refrained from taking any part in the de- 
bate themselves. 

Mr. HANNEGAN,. Will the Senator allow 
me? I withdraw the resolution. I withdraw it, 
sir. Anything to stop debate, and prevent further 
delay. 

Mr. CLAYTON then moved that the Senate | 
resume the consideration of the Territorial bill; and | 


Ac- | 


The subject had been exhausted, || 


Now, he believed it was the usual || 


debate on the bill. 

The question pending being on the motion of 
Mr. Hane, to strikefrom the fifth section the words 
** free white’’?— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, who had the 
floor, yielded for a moment, and— 

Mr. WALKER gave notice of an amendment 


which he proposed to offer to the sixth section, | 


which was, to strike out the words *‘ nor shal) the 


lands or other property of non-residents be taxed | 


higher than the lands or other property of resi- 
dents.” 


Mr. JOHNSON resumed, in explanation of cer- 


tain amendments which he intended to offer, and | 


in illustration of his views generally on the subject. 
He was not disposed to vote for the bill, unless he 


| could be perfectly satisfied that the cases of appeal 


could be brought to the Supreme Court. The first 
twenty sections of the bill relate to the Territory 
of Oregon, the next seven refer to California, and 
the remaining nine concern New Mexico. He 
drew a distinction between the Territory of Oregon 
and the other Territories, as to the character of 
their population. Oregon was already a portion 
of the old Confederacy, peopled by citizens either 
natives of the United States, or well acquainted 
with the Jaws and customs of the country. He 


went on to remark on the provisions in the bill for | 


the government of these different Territories, legis- 
lative and judicial. The powers of these depart- 


ments he thought sufficient for the purpose. The | 


writ of habeas corpus being a common law writ, 
it may be issued by any of the judges. 


It was owing to the differences of opinion in the | 


Senate as to the existence of the power in Congress 
to control the question of slavery that the subject 
was referred to the special committee, with a view 
to a compromise. It became necessary to report 
a bill embracing all the Territories, which had met 


with the disapproval of a portion of the Senate. | 


It was to quiet the agitation which shakes the 
country to its centre, that the question was referred 
to a committee to prepare a compromise. 


If a stranger was now to come among us and to || 


be told that we had three millions of slaves in our 


midst, and that this question which now agitates |) 


the Senate was as to the propriety of uniting ina 
reference of all the difficulties arising out of such a 
condition of things to our common Constitution, he 


would be struck aghast at the idea that there were | 
some who were opposed to the proposition. He | 


(Mr. J.) thought the step taken the wisest that 
could have been selected. He had intended, how- 


ever, had he not been anticipated by the Senator | 


from Indiana, [Mr. Briaut,] to submit an amend- 
ment adopting the line of the Missouri compro- 
mise. 

He glanced at the course taken by the Senators 
who had spoken in opposition to the bill, and stated 


that the tone in which their opinions were given | 
proved that they were honest, and ready to sup- || 


port their sentiments to the death, and that it was 
insulting to the South, although any intention to 


insult was distinctly disavowed. The stand which | 


the North had taken from the first was too insult- 
ing to the South to permit any prospect of union; 
and it was in this state of things that the commit- 
tee was appointed and the bill reported, this being 
the only mode in which they could hope for any 
extrication from this difficulty. He made a shar 
criticism on the language he attributed to the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin,] that a majority of 
the Supreme Court coming from the South, would 
be likel to vote one way. 


Mr. CORWIN explained this expression attrib- | 


uted to him, which he disavowed in its offensive 
sense, and expressed his high respect for the mem- 


| bers of that tribunal. 
to a conclusion that no one should be permitted to 1 


Mr. JOHNSON resumed, asserting that this 


, ; eal to the Suprem rt was the only amica- 
to the bill; and in this spirit, even on the day when | ble . pane See — — 


ble mode of adjusting a question which threatened 
the honor and the interests of the South. He did 
not speak as a slave owner; he did not hold a 
slave, and he never expected to hold one. The 
few he once had came to him by inheritance, and 


| he had long since manumitted them. He was glad 


he had done so then, for the interference of the 
abolitionists would have prevented him from doing 
it now. He cared not what effect this movement 
might have upon the political prospects of either 
of the candidates for the Presidency, so that an 
amicable and permanent adjustment of the contro- 
versy on this subject might be produced. There 


| 
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P || 
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| was no way so likely to be satisfactory as the rer. 
| erence of the matter to the Supreme Court. Fx. 
| citable as southern men are reputed to be, they had 
, on this question acted with a moderation which 
|| proved that their character had been misunder. 
stood. ‘They were mostly slaveholders, and they 
‘|, had sat in silence while one Senator had charged 
them with being Hotspurs in human flesh; while 
the Senator from Ohio had said that the institution 
of slavery had its origin in blood, and rapine, ang 
robbery. ‘That Senator had gone so far as to say 
that if the slaveholders were not damned, it would 
be not because they did not merit it, but that God 
in his mercy would pardon them for their jeno. 
rance, because they knew not what they did. 

Mr. CORWIN said he was satisfied that he had 
| used no such expression. He had spoken at creat 
disadvantage, but his memory held no such Jan. 
guage. 

Mr. JOHNSON persisted that language of this 
kind, or something very like it, had been used. |; 
struck his ear too painfully for him to mistake. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the words, as they struck 
his ear, were to the effect that slaveholders would 
be punished but for their ignorance—they knew 
| not what they did. 

Mr. CORWIN said he might have used some 
such expression as to slave-dealers, but certainly 
not to slaveholders. 
|| Mr. BERRIEN expressed himself perfectly 
| satisfied. 

_ Mr. JOHNSON rejoiced that the. painful im- 
| pression had been removed from his mind. He 
then proceeded to show, that from the character of 
the Supreme Court, he was sure the compromise 
in this particular would be acquiesced in by the 
| country. He adduced the fact, that while states- 
| men, politicians were found differing on a subject, 
| the Supreme Court was unanimous. On the sub- 
it 
} 


'| ject of the right of a State to levy duties on im- 
ports and tonnage, advocated by the Senator from 
'| South Carolina, there could be no doubt that the 
|| decision of the Supreme Court would be unanimous 
‘| againsthim. On the question of the constitution- 
ality of the United States Bank, while Congress 
| was deciding one way, the court was unanimously 
the other way. The members of the Supreme 
| Court were not politicians. They were born ina 
| different atmosphere, and they addressed them- 
selves to different hearers. Politicians were al- 
ways differing and disputing—one taking this side 
of a question, and another taking an opposite view, 
all equally honest. How desirable, then, in a case 
of such importance as this, to cailin a third party, 
rather than that we should be driven to despair— 
above all, to bloodshed. We are ready to yield 
enough; do not ask for more. It ought not to be 
expected that the South shall surrender all that is 
| dear to her, and do the bidding of the North. Ten 
thousand times rather would her children yield 
their lives. They are willing to adopt the appeal 
to the Supreme Court, and if the decision of that 
| court be against them, they will be satisfied. 
| He was not the advocate of slavery itself; he 
‘never had been so. He would rejoice to see the 
| institution at an end; and it was with sincere re- 
| gret he admitted that it was the agitation which 
had been stirred up in the North which had alone 
prevented the friends of freedom from emanci- 
pating the slaves in Maryland. He alluded to 
Connecticut, from which State the compromise 
was opposed, as having scarcely become a free 
State. 
Mr. BALDWIN stated that there had been but 
|| a very few slaves there. , 
| Mr. JOHNSON. Connecticut, then, only sinned 
a little. As he understood it, they kept them until 
| they became too old for use, and died out. The 
Senator from Connecticut might then have a litle 
charity for Maryland. 
' Mr. BALDWIN said he had a great deal. 
| Mr. JOHNSON said, a great deal, indeed. She 
would take all, and allow nothing to the other side. 
_So in Ohio, where free negroes were treated as 
| slaves. s . 
| [A sort of colloquial debate took place, in which 
| Mr. BALDWIN, Mr. DIX, Mr. JOHNSON, 
| Mr. DOUGLAS, and Mr. DAYTON, took part, 
|| which could only be partially heard. 
| Mr. JOHNSON resumed. The Senator from 
|| Ohio had complained that California was three 
|| thousand miles from Washington, and no slave 
'' could find means to employ a lawyer to carry Up 
| his case. He would reply to this, that there could 
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pot be found in the whole southern bara lawyer 
who would not gratuitously give his services to a | 
black man, to free hin from slavery, where there | 
was a reasonable ground for the application, He 

aiso referred to the readiness of judges to decide in || 
favor of the slave. And he believed that if this 
pill should pass, there would be always found at 
the southern bar members who would be ready to | 
sye out the freedom of slaves who were entitled to 
it. The question whether a slave owner is entitled 
to carry his slaves into the Territory, will be de- 
cided on the first appeal; and that will decide the 
matter in every future case which can arise. The 
question rises above party and sectional consid- | 
erations. It assumes the character, and dignity, 

and importance of a national one. 

Mr. BADGER then obtained the floor, ard || 
commenced with an expression of hissincere regret | 
that the Senator who had charge of this bill, should 
have started with an assertion that it was to be 
pressed through the Senate in hot haste. Instead | 
of invoking the fullest examination of the bill, and 
of allowing Senators freely to discuss it, the ques- 
tion was pressed on an exhausted Senate. Every 
motion to adjourn was constantly resisted. Even 
on the first day of the introduction of the bill, his 
friend from Delaware had voted against adjourn- 
ment, the yeas and nays having been denianded. 
And on Monday evening, when his friend from 
Kentucky desired to address the Senate, and 
moved an adjournment, the same course was pur- 
sued. {| 

Mr. CLAYTON reminded the Senator from 
North Carolina that he had last night suggested an 
adjournment, and voted for it to enable the Senator | 
from Maryland to address the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER replied that this was a different 
matter. The Senator from Maryland was about 
to speak in defence of the bill, and this may be the 
reason for the readiness of his friend from Dela- 
ware to adjourn. He repeated that every effort 
had been made to press this question on an ex- 
hausted Senate. He knew no reasen for thus 
pressing a question of such importance. There 
was plenty of time before us. He was as desirous 
as any Senator to go home and see his children; 
but when a question of real magnitude was before 
the Senate, he was willing to sit here until full and 
ample time had been given for its examination— 
say three weeks or a month, or more. As circum- 
stance now stood, he should go at some length 
into the reasons he had to assign for the vote he 
was about to give. : 

He regarded this bill as a complete surrender of 
the rights of the South; and on this point he ex- 
panded his views to much extent. e then re- | 
ferred to the course taken by one of his distin- 
guished colleagues from North Carolina in the 
House, in which that gentleman had charged him 
(Mr. B.) with having made a speech which he had 
not made, and which speech that gentleman had, 
with great industry, circulated through the State | 
of North Carolina, for the purpose of keeping him 
(Mr. B.) in the minds of his constituents. He 
went on to set that matter right, for the purpose 
of correcting the false impression made by that 
speech. He then went into a history and definition 
of the powers granted to Congress by the Constitu- 
tion, among which he included that of governing 
the territory ceded to us. That power included | 
either the introduction or the abolition of slavery 
in the territories ceded to us. The power of ac- 
quiring territory has been sustained by the decis- 
ions of the Supreme Court; and the acquisition of 
territory carries with it the power to govern the 
territory, and the power to govern includes the 
power to regulate slavery._ 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. Bapcer made 
copious references to authorities, which he quoted | 
at length to sustain his positions. 
why a time may not come when we shall be 
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| which rebuked that charge. 


|| Missouri compromise. If the Senator from South 


|| of record. 
| southern States, was called on, with his colleague, 


| any other bill, had passed. 


| Old Thirteen, and throw himself confidently before || 


He did not see || 





had been frequently referred to, were intended } 


merely to limit our powers with reference to the 
States of the Union; but in relation to territories 
acquired by conquest or cession, the arm of the 
Government is not shortened by these restrictions. 
When the Missouri compronfise bill came to 
the Senate from the House, it contained a provis- 
ion excluding slavery from the South. It was 
amended in the Senate without a division, and a 
provision was introduced containing a restriction 
in the North and the West. 
Mr. CALHOUN said he had always the im- 


| pression that Mr Pinkney (who had been alluded 


to) was an abolitionist. He had addressed a 
meeting in Hagerstown in favor of abolitionism. 
Mr. BADGER said he had a paper before him 
Had he been an ab- 
olitionist, he would not have voted as he did on the 


Carolina referred to Mr. Pinkney’s course to im- 
pugn his authority, he referred to it for no purpose. 
Mr. CALHOUN said he had merely referred to 
it as a fact. 
Mr. BADGER said, it was, as a fact, deserving || 


He, as a representative of one of the 


to give up all the rights and interests of the South. 
He believed negro slavery would be as effectually 
excluded by this bill as if the Wilmot proviso, or || 

He had a respect for | 
the Supreme Court, but he was not willing to leave || 
the decision of the question to a court, so large a || 
portion of which were opposed to slavery. 


Mr. BUTLER asked the Senator, if he could | 
| 


point out a mode which would be effectual, in case || 
this mode of appeal should fail? 

Mr. BADGER said, he thought he could very | 
readily do so; but he desired now to go on with his || 
argument. He would willingly vote for this bill, || 
could he be assured that it would be productive || 
of peace and tranquillity throughout the country. 
He would go home to his constituents, one of the 


| 
| 


them, and appeal to their generous patriotism. But, | 
believing that it can only be productive of new | 
agitation, he could not reconcile it to his views of 
propriety to vote for it. He believed that North | 
Carolina would sustain him in the adoption of his | 
own views. 

Opinions are various in the Senate with reference 
to the bill. Some were willing to take it up as it 
is; others were opposed to it. He thought that 
the question ought to be settled. If the climate 
was suited to the productions of the South, he | 
thought it ought to be filled with a population from 
the South. 

It was not intended to introduce slavery in the 
North. We are called on to legislate on a great 
fact. We live in the midst of three millions of 
slaves. In the employment of these, no man will 
use them where they are unproductive of profit. 

He stated the changes which Moses made in the 
Jewish laws, and that he was compelled to adapt 
his code to the position and prejudices of the people 
who were to be regulated by them. He advised 
us to adopt the same wise policy, and to rely on 
the blessing of God upon our success, 

He concluded with asserting that he would be 
| glad to be convinced of the futility of his argu- 
ments, to be satisfied that he entertained wrong 
views; but while he felt the conviction that this 
bill surrendered the views of the South, he could 
not vote for it. Like his friend from Maryland, 
he would willingly see his candidate for the Pres- 
idency defeated, rather than that this question 
| should not be settled. Much as he believed that 
the interests of the country were connected with 
the success of that candidate, he would be willing 
to postpone ali the advantages to be obtained from 
his success, rather than that the settlement of this 

uestion should not take place. 








obliged to hold territory, like England, in China, 
or some other country; and if we maintain that we | 
have a right to introduce negro slavery there, we | 
shall be obliged to show some authority beyond 
our own wishes, We have as great a right to | 
acquire territory as any nation or republic in 
the world, and the only restraint on our rule is 
that which arises from our own convictions as to 
what is right and proper. It is supposed by some 
that we have a right to acquire territory only for 
the purpose of colonizing our slaves; but he held 
that we had as much right to acquire it for a per- 
petuity. The provisions in the Constitution which 








Mr. BUTLER spoke nearly three hours, but 
the confusion was too great in the gallery to allow 
his argument to be heard. 

Mr. DIX then obtained the floor, and com- 
menced with a defence of the State of New York 


} 
| 
} 





her of refusing to surrender fugitives from justice, 
claimed under a requisition from the State of Vir- 
inia. _ He alleged that this was not the act of the 
tate, but of the Governor. He read the resolu- 
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which had been levelled against her, and pointed 
the attention of the Senate to several bright pages 
in her political history. Of her social character, 


her love and patronage of the arts, her system of 


education, and all her great works of internal im- 
provement, it was unnecessary for him to speak. 
Her blood was mingled with that of the sons of 
the Palmetto State on the fields of Mexico; and 
the recollection of this union in death oughtto make 
the Senator from South Carolina more reluctant to 
cast reproach on New York. 

Mr, DIX closed his speech at half-past seven 

i, 

Mr. DAYTON then rose to address the Senate 
in opposition to the bill, but had not proceeded far 
with his remarks when he gave way to— 

Mr. MANGUM, who moved an adjournment. 

Mr. DAYTON expressed his willingness to pro- 
ceed. He did not desire an adjournment upon his 
account. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, the 
motion was decided in the negative, as follows; 

YEAS— Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, 
Clatke, Davis of Massachusetts, Dix, Feleh, Mangum, 
Metcalfe, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Spruance, Underwood, and 
Upham—l7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Berrien, Borland, Bright, Butler, 
Calhoun, Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dodge, Douglas, Downs, Fitzgerald, Foote, Hale, Hannesan, 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson ot Louisiana, Johneon of Geor- 
gia, Lewis, Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, 
Walker, Westcott, and Yulee—J0. 

Mr. DAYTON resumed, and concluded his re- 
marks, 

Mr. UPHAM followed upon the same side. 

Mr. BELL also opposed the bill. 

Mr. BERRIEN delivered an argument in sup- 
port of the bill. 

Mr. BRADBURY followed in opposition to the 
bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, atone o'clock a. m., moved 
an adjournment; which was disagreed to by yeas 
and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Clarke, Corwin, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dix, Greene, Johnson of Mary- 
land, Metcalfe, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Spruance, and Under- 
wood—15. ° 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Berrien, Bor- 
land, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Clayton, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge, Douglas, Downs, Felch, 
Fitzgerald, Foote, Hale, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of 
Georgia, King, Lewis, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Walker, Westcott, and Yulee—22, 


Mr. BORLAND addressed the Senate at con- 
siderable length. 

Mr. BERRIEN followed in an earnest defence 
of the bill; when— 

Mr. BALDWIN moved that the Senate adjourn; 


| which was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Dix, Niles, and Upham—4. 
NAYS—Messre, Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Ber- 
rien, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, 


| Clayton, Davis of Mississippi, Daytou, Dickinson, Dodge, 
| Douglas, Downs, Felch, Fitzgerald, Foote, Greene 
Hamlin, Hannegan, tiouston, King, Lewis, Mason, Miller, 


Hale, 


Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, Underwood, 
Walker, Westcott, and Y ulee—39, 

Mr. NILES addressed the Senate for some half 
hour. There being only one Senator present in 
his seat, he moved that the Senate adjourn. 7 

It was then two a. m., but instantly Senators 
rose from sofas and various parts of the lobby, and 
the yeas and nays were demanded, and the motion 
was disagreed to, as follows: 

YEAS—Mersrs. Badger, Baldwin, Dix, Dodze, Johnson of 
Mary mete Miller, Niles, Phelps, Spruance, Underwood, and 
Upham—1l1. 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Berrien, Bor- 
land, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Clarke, Clayton, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Felch 
Fitzgerald, Foote, Hale, Hannegan, Houston, Johoson of 
Georgia, King, Lewis, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Walker, Westcott, and Yulee—32, 

Mr. NILES then proceeded very coolly in his 
remarks until he closed. : 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
ATCHISON, DICKINSON, BRIGHT, CAL- 
HOUN, and others, when the Senate proceeded 
to vote on the amendments. + as 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the bill in the 
thirty-seventh section by inserting after the words 
*s And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants 
of said”? the words ‘** Territories of Oregon, New 
Mexico, and California,’’ so as to make the section 
read: 

And be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of said 
Territories of Oregon, New Mexico, and California shall be 
entitled to enjoy all and singalar the rights, privileges, and 





tions adopted by the Legislature, of which he was 
|amember, which condemned the course of the | 
| Governor. He defended New York against attacks | 


against the charge which had been made against 
| 


advantages granted and secured to the people of the teritory 
| of the United States northwest of the river Ohio. 


| ‘The amendment was rejected. 
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Mr. CLARKE moved to amend in the twenty- || 


fourth section by adding after the words * United 
States,” in line 36: 

And in all cases tavolving the personal liberty of a citizen 
of suid ‘Territory, or any person residing Uierein, an appeal 
from the deeision of the supreme court of said ‘Territory, or 
any judge thereof, shall be allowed directly to the Bupreme 
Court of the United States, 


Mr. C 


’, subsequently withdrew this amendment, 

Mr. BALDWIN moved to amend the bill in the 
twenty-sixth section, by inserting after the word 
‘* slavery,”’ in line 10, the following: 

Or to repeal the laws which were in force in said Territo- 
ry, when tormiog part of the Republic of Mexico, prolibiting 
slavery or involuntary slavery therem, or any law securmng 
the personal liberty of all the imbabitants thereof, but such 


laws. a0 far as they gay vot be inconsistent with the Consti- 
tution of the United States, shall be and remain in foree un- 
til repealed by Congress. 

Mr. B. made some remarks in favor of this 


aniendment. 

‘The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was disagreed to. 

Mir. CLARKE moved to amend the bill in the 
26th section, after the word * slavery,’’ by adding: 

it bemg understood and declared that, at the time of the 
cession of the Territories of New Mexico and Calitornia by 
Mexico to the United States, slavery and involuntary servi- 
tute bad beew abolished by the laws of Mexico, and did not 
exist therein; and thatthe laws now in said Territory shall 
beand remain in fall foree until territorial legislatures shall 
be torm do by Congress, with authority to change or repeal 
tie eanie 

‘This amendment was also disagreed to. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill in the 
sixth section by striking out the words * nor shall 
the lands or other property of non-residents be 
tuxed higher than the lands or other property of 
residents, ’”’ 

This amendment was disagreed to, after a few 
words from Mr. WALKER itn explanation. 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the twelfth sec- 
tion, which provides that the existing laws in 
Oregon shall continue to be valid for three months 
after the first meeting of the Legislature, by stri- 
king out the words “ three month;” and on this 
motion be asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided as fol- 
lows: 

Y¥ LAS—Mesars. Allen, Atherton, Baldwin, Benton, Brad- 
bury, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachasetis, Dayton, Dix, 
Dodge, Feieh, Piizgeraid, Greene, Hale, Mamlin, Miller, 
Niles, Spruanee, Upham, and Watker—21. 

NAY S—Mesers. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Borland? 
Breese, Bright, Butier, Calhoun, Clayton, Davis of Missis- 


sippl, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hannegan, Hous- | 


ton, Hlunter, Joonson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Jolnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Met- 
calle, Rusk, Sebastian, Stergeon, Turney, Underwood, West- 
cou, aud Yulvee—os3. 

Mr. BALDWIN moved to amend the bill by 


adding the following as the 37th section: 


ind Le it further enccted, That it shall be the duty of the | 


altorueys for sad Territories, respectively, on the complaint 
oF any person held in involuntary servitude therein, to make 
application in bis behalt, in due form of law, to we court 
next thereafter to be holden in said ‘Territory, for a writ of 
habeas Corpas, to be directed to the person so holding such 
applicant in serviee, as aforesaid, and to pursue all needful 
Measures in his behall; and if the decision of such court 
shall be adverse to such application, or if, in the retarn of 


the writ, relief shal be denied to the applicant on the ground | 
that he isa slave held in servitude iu said Territory, said |) 


attorney shall cause an appeal to be taken therefrom; and 
tue record of all the procedings in the case to be Lransmitted 
to the Sapreme Court of the United States, as speedily as 


may be; and to give notice thereof to the Attorney General |! 


ofthe United States, who shall prosecute the same before 
said court, who shall proceed to hear and determine the 
saine at the first term thereof, 


The question on this amendment was decided as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Baldwin, Benton, Corwin, Dayton, 
Dix, Dodge, Pelch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Niles, 
Upiam, and Waiker—15., 

NAYS —Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Borland, 
Bright, Buder, Calsoun, Clayton, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, 


Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of | 


Georgia, King, Lewis, Manguin, Masou, Metcalie, Phelps, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, and Under- 
wood—Jl. 

Mr. HALE modified his motion so as to stand 
thus: Strike out a “ free white’’ from fifth section, 
and insert next after the word “ act,”’ in the fourth 


line, the words, ‘* and qualified to vote by the exist- || 


ing laws now in force in the Territory of Oregon 
under the authority of the Provisional Government 
established by the people thereof.”’ 

The question being taken on this amendment, it 
was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Clarke, Davis of Mas- 


eachusetis, Greene, Hale, and Upham—?7. 
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NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, 
Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cal- 
| boun, Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dick- 
inson, Dix, Dodge, Douglas, Downs, Feich, Fitzgerald, 


Foote, Hamlin, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of 


Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mason, Met- 
calle, Miller, Nue® Rusk, Sebastian, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, 
Underwood, Walker, Westcott, and Yulee—44. 

Mr. CLARKE moved to amend the bill by add- 


ing at the close of the sixth section the following 
words: 


Provided, however, That no law repealing the act of the | 


Provisional Government of said Territory prohibiting slavery 
or involuntary servitude therein, shall be valid until the sane 
shall be approved by Congress. 


On this amendment the yeas and nays were or- 
dered, and the question being taken on the motion, 
it was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dix, 
Dodge, Feleh, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, Hawtin, Miller, 
Niles, Upham, and Waiker—19. 

NAY=—Messrs. Atkinson, Atherton, Badger, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Borland, Breese, Brigit Butier, Calhoun, Clayton, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Foote, 
Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Joiuson of Maryland, Jonson 
ol Georgia, King, Lewis, Mason, Metealie, Pheips, Rusk, 
bastian, Sturgeon, ‘urney, Underwood, Westcott, and 

Uleo—JS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved to amend 
the 12th section, by inserting the following words: 
That so much of the 6th article of the ordinance of the 13th 


of July, 1787, as is contained in the following words, to wit: | 
** "There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in | 


the said ‘Termory otuerwise than in punishment of ernnes 
Whereot the party shall have been duly convicted, shall be 
aud remain in force within the Territory of Oregon.” 


On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and the question being taken on the amendment, 
it was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Baldwin, Benton, Brad- 
bury, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dix, 
Podge, Felcii, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, 

| Niles, Spraanuce, Upham, and Walker—2i. 

NAY5—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Borland, 


Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Clayton, Davis of Missis- | 


sippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hannegan, Hous- 
tou, Hunter, Johason of Maryland, Jolinson of Louisiana, 
Jobunson Oo. Georgia, King, Lewis, Manguin, Mason, Met- 

| este, Rusk, Schastian, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, 
Westcott, and Yulee—33, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the bill in the 24th and 31st sections, by inserting 
the following words after the words which empower 
the Legislature to pass any law: 


Except only that, in all cases involving title to lands, the 
| said writs oO: error or appeals shall be atiowed and decided 


| the matter, property, or title in controversy. And except, 
| also, that a writ of error Or appeal shall also be allowcd to 
the Supreme Court of the United States from the decision 
of the said supreme court created by this acts or any judge 


any judge thereot, upon any writ of habeas coi pus involving 

the question of personal freedom. 

| ‘The question, after some remarks from Messrs. 
BRIGLT, BORLAND, and DICKINSON, was 

/ taken by yeas and nays, and:decided as follows: 

YLAS—Messrs. Alien, Atherton, Badger, Berrien, Brad- 


| Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, King, 
|| Mang», Metealle, Miller, Niles, l'helps, Rusk, Spruance, 
Sturgeon, Upham, and Walker—3l. 

NAYS-— Messrs. Atchison, Beaton, Borland, Bright, But- 
ler, Caihoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, 


| bastian, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—19. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate. 
Mr. BENTON then addressed the Senate for 
|} some time. 


| territories of the United States called New Mexico 
shall be organized into a government, by inserting 
after the words “* New Mexico” the words “ in- 


cluding all territory except Upper California;”’ |) 


and asked for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. 


The question was then taken and decided as 
follows: 


| sachusetis, Greene, Miller, and Upham—7. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, 
| Benton, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, 
Cathoun, Clayton, Davis of Missis-ippi, Dickinson, Dix, 
Dodge, Douglas, Downs, Feich, Fitzgerald, Foote, Hamlin, 
Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson 
of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mangum, 
Mason, Metcalfe, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, 
Turney, Underwood, Walker, Westcott, and Yule . 


The question was then taken on the engrossment 
of the bill; and, the yeas and nays being ordered, 
| it was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Berrien, 


|| Borland, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Clayton, Davis of 


| by the said supreme court, without regard to the value of 


thereot, or of the district courts created by this act, or of 


bury, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Massaciusetts, Day- | | 
ton, Dix, Dodge, Feleh, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, | 


Haunegan, Hunter, Johnson ot Georgia, Lewis, Mason, Se- | | 


| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved to amend | 
| the 28th section, providing that all that part of the |. 


YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Mas- | 





____—Suly 26, 


| Mississippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs Foot . 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Marylaud, one fan, 
ang, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Maneum, \ wood 
Phetps, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, 'furney Wet’ 
cott, and Yulee—33. 79 VON 
NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Brac) 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Di mg wrk 
Feleh, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Metcalfe. Mille ’ 
Niles, Underwood, Upham, and Walker—29, oe 
(Mr. Pearce, of Maryland, we happen to know 
remained until a late hour of the night in the Sen. 
ate, but was obliged, through fatigue and indis- 
position, to leave the Senate some time before 
midnight. 
The bill was then read a third time and passed 
And at seven minutes before 8 a. m., (Thurs. 
day morning,) after a continuous session of twenty. 
one hours, the Senate adjourned till Friday. 
* 
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The following is a copy of the bill to establish Goy¢ m 
ments in the new Territories, as it passed the Senate : 

A BILL to establish the Territorial Governments 
of Oregon, California, and New Mexico. 

Be it enacted, §c., That from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, all that part of the territory of the 
United States which lies west of the summit of the 
Rocky Mountains and north of the forty-second 
parallel of latitude, shall be organized into and con- 
stitute a temporary government by the name of the 
| Territory of Oregon: Provided, That nothing in this 

act contained shall be construed to impair the rights 
of person or property now pertaining to the I[p- 
dians in said ‘Territory, so long as such rights shall 
remain unextinguished by treaty between the Uni- 
ted States and such Indians; or to affect the author- 
ity of the Government of the United States to make 
|| any regulation respecting such Indians, their lands, 
| property, or other rights, by treaty, law, or other- 
| wise, which it would have been competent to the 
Government to make if this act had never passed: 
“ind provided further, That nothing in this act con- 
| tained shall be construed to inhibit the Government 
| of the United States from dividing said Territory 
|| into two or more Territories, in such manner and 
|; at such times as Congress shall deem convenient 
|| and proper; or from attaching any portion of said 
| Territory to any other State or Weesnory of the 
| United States. 
| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Execu- 
| tive power and authority in and over said Territory 
of Oregon shall be vested in a Governor, who shail 
| hold his office for four years, and until his succes- 
sor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner 
removed by the President of the United States. 
|The Governor shall reside within said Territory, 
| shall be commander-in-chief of the militia thereof, 
shall perform the duties and receive the emoluments 
of superintendent of Indian affairs; he may grant 
| pardons for offences against the laws of said ‘lerri- 
tory and reprieves for offences against the laws of 
the United States, until the decision of the Presi- 
dent can be made known thereon; he shall com- 
mission all officers who shall be appointed to office 
under the laws of the said Territory, and shall take 
| care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be a secretary of said ‘Territory, who shall reside 
therein, and hold his office for four years, unless 
sooner removed by the President of the United 
States; he shall record and preserve all the laws 
and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly here- 

inafter constituted, and all the acts and proceedings 
of the Governor in his executive department; he 
shall transmit one copy of the laws and one copy 
_of the executive proceedings, on or before the first 
day of December in each year, to the President of 
| the United States, and at the same time, two copies 
of the laws to the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the President of the Senate, for the 
use of Congress. And, in case of the death, remo- 
val, resignation, or other necessary absence of the 
Governor from the Territory, the Secretary shall 
have, and he is hereby authorized and required to 
| execute and perform, all the powers and duties of 
the Governor, during such vacancy or necessary 
absence, or until another Governor shall be duly 
appointed to fill such vacancy. ' 
ec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legisla- 
tive power and authority of said Territory shall 
| vested in the Legislative Assembly. The Legisla- 
tive Assembly shall consist of a Council and House 
of Representatives. il sha 
thirteen members, having the qualifications of voters 
! as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of service 
| shall continue two years. The House of Repre- 


| 
| 


The Council shall consist of 


sao 
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sentatives shall, at its first session, consist of 
wwenty-six members, possessing the same qualifi- 
cations as prescribed for members of the Council, 
sod whose term of service shall continue one year. 
The number of representatives may be increased 
by the Legislative Assembly, from time to time, 
jn proportion to the increase of population: Pro- 
sided, That the whole number shall never exceed 
hirty-nine. An apportionment shall be made, as 


nearly equal as practicable, among the several | 
counties or districts, for the election of the Council || 
and Representatives, giving to each section of the | 


Territory representation in the ratio of its popula- | 


jon, Indians excepted, as nearly as may be. And 


the members of the Council and of the House of | 


Representatives shall reside in and be inhabitants 


of the district for which they may be elected re- | 
spectively. Previous to the first election, the Gov- |, 
ernor shall cause the census or enumeration of the | 
inhabitants of the several counties and districts of | 
to be taken, and the first election | 


the Territor 
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appointed to any office which shall have been cre- 


‘ated, or the salary or emoluments of which shall 


have been increased, while he was a member, du- 
ring the term for which he was elected, and for one 
year after the expiration of such term; and no per- 
son holding a commission or appointment under 
the United States, except postmasters, shall be a 
member of the Legislative Assembly, or shall hold 
any office under the government of saia Territory. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the ju- 
dicial power of said Territory shall be vested in a 
supreme court, district courts, probate courts, and 
in justices of the peace. ‘The supreme court shall 
consist of a chief justice and two associate justices, 


| any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and 


| who shall hold a term at the seat of government of 


chall be held at such time and places, and be con- |) 
ducted in such manner, as the Governor shall ap- || 


point and direct; and he shall, at the same time, 
leclare the number of members of the Council and 


House of Representatives to which each of the | 


counties or districts shall be entitled under this act. 
The number of persons authorized to be elected, 


having the highest number of votes in each of said | 


Council districts, for members of the Council, shall | 


be declared by the Governor to be duly elected to | 


the Council; and the person or persons authorized 
to be elected having the greatest number of votes 
for the House of Representatives, equal to the 


number to which each county or district shall be | 


entitled, shall be declared by the Governor to be 


duly elected members of the House of Representa- | 


tives: Provided, That, in case of a tie between two 
or more persons voted for, the Governor shall or- 
der a new election to supply the vacancy made by 
such tie. And the persons thus elected to the 
Legislative Assembly shall meet at such place, and 
on such day, as the Governor shall appoint; but, 
thereafter, the time, place, and manner of holding 


and conducting all elections by the people, and the | 


apportioning the representation, In the several 
counties or districts, to the Council and House of 
Representatives, according to population, shall be 
prescribed by law, as well as the day of the com- 
mencement of the regular sessions of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly: Provided, That no one session 
shall exceed the term of sixty days. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every free 
white male inhabitant, above the age of twenty-one 
years, who shall have been a resident of said Ter- 
ritory at the time of the passage of this act, shall 
he entitled to vote at the first election, and shall be 
eligible to any office within the said Territory; but 
the qualifications of voters and of holding office, at 
all subsequent elections, shall be such as shall be 

wescribed by the Legislative Assembly: Provided, 

‘hat the right of suffrage and of holding office 
shal! be exercised only by citizens of the United 
States, and those who shall have declared, on oath, 
their intention to become such, and shall have 
taken an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States, and the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 
lative power of the Territory shall extend to all 
rightful subjects of legislation consistent with the 
Constitution of the United States and the provis- 
ions of this act; but no law shall be passed inter- 
fering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax 
shall be imposed upon the property of the United 
States; nor shall the lands or other property of 
non-residents be taxed higher than the lands or 
other property of residents. All the laws passed 
by the Legislative Assembly shall be submitted to 
te Congress of the United States, and if disap- 
proved shall be null and of no effect. 

Sec. 7. nd be it further enacted, That all town- 
ship, district, and county officers, not herein other- 
wise provided for, shall be appointed or elected, 
as the case may be, in such manner as shall be 
provided by the Legislative Assembly of the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon. ‘The Governor shall nominate, 
and by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Council appoint, all officers not herein 
otherwise provided for; and in the first instance 
the Governor alone may appoint all said officers, 
who shall hold their offices until the end of the 
next session of the Legislative Assembly. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no mem- 
ber of the Legislative Assembly shall hold or be 


said Territory annually, and they shall hold their 
offices during the period of four years. The said 


Territory shall be divided into three judicial dis- | 


tricts, and a district court shall be held in each of 
said districts by one of the justices of the supreme 
court, at such times and places as may be pre- 
scribed by law; and the said judges shall, after 
their appointments, respectively, reside in the dis- 
tricts which shall be assigned them. The juris- 
diction of the several courts herein provided for, 
both appellate and original, and that of the probate 
courts, and of justices of the peace, shall be as 
limited by law: Provided, That justices of the peace 
shall not have jurisdiction of any matter in contro- 
versy where the title or boundaries of land may be 
in dispute, o¢ where the debt or sum claimed shall 


| exceed one hundred dollars; and the said supreme 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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and district courts, respectively, shall possess a 


chancery as well as common law jurisdiction. Each 


district court, or the judge thereof, shall appoint 


its clerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, 


and shall keep his office at the place where the 
court may be held. 


Writs of error, bills of excep- 
tion, and appeals, shall be allowed in all cases from 
the final decisions of said district courts to the 


supreme court, under such regulations as may be 


prescribed by law; but in no case removed to the 


| supreme court shall trial by jury be allowed in said 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


court. The supreme court, or the jusuces thereof, 
shall appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall 
hold his office at the pleasure of the court for which 
he shall have been appointed. Writs of error and 
appeals from the final decisions of said supreme 
court shall be allowed, and may be taken to the 


Supreme Court of the United States, in the same | 


manner and under the same regulations as from 
the circuit courts of the United States, and each of 
the said district courts shall have and exercise the 
same jurisdiction in all cases arising under the 
Constitution and laws of the United States as is 
vested in the circuit and district courts of the Uni- 
ted States; and the first six days of every term of 
said courts, or so much thereof as shall be neces- 
sary, shall be appropriated to the trial of causes 
arising under the said Constitution and laws; and 
writs of error and appeals, in all such cases, shall 
be made to the supreme court of said Territory, 
the same as in other cases. 
receive in all such cases the same fees which the 
clerks of the district courts of Wiseonsin Terri- 
tory heretofore received for similar services. 

Sec. 10. 4nd be it further enacted, That there 


shall be appointed an attorney for said Territory, | 


who shall continue in office for four years, unless 
sooner removed by the President, and who shall 
receive the same fees and salary as were received 
by the attorney of the United States for the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin. There shall also be a marshal 
for the Territory appointed, who shail hold his 
office for four years, unless sooner removed by the 
President, ani 


tled to the same fees as were received b 
of the district court of the United 
Territory 


the marshal 


tion for extra services. 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the gov- 
ernor, secretary, chief see and associate justices, 


attorney, and marsha 
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The said clerk shall | 


who shall execute all processes | 
issuing from the said courts, when exercising their 
jurisdiction as circuit and district courts of the Uni- 
ted States: he shall perform the duties, be subject 
to the same regulation and penalties, and be enti- 


tates for the 
of Wisconsin; and shall, in addition, be | 
paid two hundred dollars annually as a compensa- 


, Shall be nominated, and, by | 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States. The 
governor and secretary to be appointed as aforesaid 
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justice of the peace in the limits of said Territory, 
duly authorized to administer oaths and affirma- 
tions by the laws now in force therein, or before 
the chief justice or some associate justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, to support the 
Constitution of the United States, and faithfully to 
discharge the duties of their respective offices; 
which said oaths, when so taken, shall be certified 
by the person by whom the same shall have been 
taken, and such certificates shall be received"and 
recorded by the said secretary among the execu- 
tive proceedings. And the chief justice and asso- 
ciate justices, and all other civil officers in said 
Territory, before they act as such, shall take a like 
oath or affirmation before the said governor or 
secretary, or some judge or justice of the peace of 
the Territory, who may be duly commissioned and 
qualified; which said oath or affirmation shall be 
certified and transmitted, by the person taking the 

| same, to the secretary, to be by him recorded as 
| aforesaid; and, afterwards, the like oath or affirma- 
| tion shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in such 
manner and form as may be prescribed by law. 
The governor shall receive an annual salary of fifteen 
hundred dollars as governor, and fifteen hundred 
dollars as superintendent of Indian affairs. The chief 
justice and associate justices shall each receive an 
| annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars. The 
| secretary shall receive an annual salary of eighteen 
‘ hundred dollars. ‘The said salaries shall be paid 
ag ant ee at the treasury of the United States. 
‘he members of the Legislative Assembly shall be 
entitled to receive three dollars each per day during 
their attendance at the sessions thereof, and three 
dollars each for every twenty miles travel in going 
to and returning from the said sessions, estimatec 
_ according to the nearest usually travelled route. 
| There shall be eee annually, the sum of 
one thousand dollars, to be expended by the gov- 

| ernor to defray the contingent expenses of the 
Territory; and there shall also be appropriated, 
| annually, a sufficient sum, to be expended by the 
secretary of the Territory, and upon an estimate 
] to be made by the Secretary of the Treasury of the 
| United States, to defray the expenses of the Legis- 
| lative Assembly, the printing of the laws, and other 
'| incidental expenses; and the secretary of the Ter- 
| ritory shall annually account to the Secretary of the 
| Treasury of the United States for the manner in 
|| which the aforesaid sum shall have been expended. 
Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the ex- 
isting laws now in force in the Territory of Oregon, 
under the authority of the provisional government 
established by the people thereof, shall continue to 
be valid and operative therein, so far as the same 
be not incompatible with the Constitution and the 
| provisions of this act, for three months after the 
| first meeting of the Legislature in said Territory; 
| subject, nevertheless, to be altered, modified, or 
| repealed, by the Legislative Assembly of the said 
| Territory of Oregon; and the Constitution and 
|, laws of the United States are hereby extended 
|| over and declared to be in force in said Territory, 


| 
| 





|| SO fur as the same, or any provision thereof, may 
|| be applicable. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
| Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Oregon 
| shall hold its first session at such time and place 
_in said Territory as the Governor thereof shall 
|| appoint and direct; and at said first session, or as 
| soon thereafler as they shall. deem expedient, the 
| Legislative Assembly shall proceed to locate and 

establish the seat of Government for said Territor 
' at such place as they may deem eligible; whic 

place, however, shall thereafter be subject to be 
'| changed by the Legislative Assembly. And the 

sum of twenty thousand dollars, out of any mone 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, is 
hereby appropriated and granted to said Territory 
of Oregon, to be applied by the Governor and 
Legislative Assembly thereof, to the erection of 
suitable public buildings at the seat of Govern- 
ment. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That a Del- 
egate to the House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States, to serve for the terin of two years, may 
be elected by the voters qualified to elect members 
| of the Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled 

to the same myn and privileges as are exercised 
| and enjoyed by the Delegates from the several 
|| other Territories of the United States to the said 
| House of Representatives, - The first election shall 


shall, before they act as such, respectively take an || be held at such time and places, and be conducted 


oath or affirmation before Whe district judge or some |! in such manner, as the Governor shall appoint and 
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direct; and at all subsequent elections, the time, 
pee and manner of holding the elections, shall 


e prescribed by law. The person having the 
greatest number of votes shall be declared by the 
Governor to be duly elected, and a certificate thereof 
shall be given accordingly. 

Suc. 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits, 
process, and proceedings, civil and criminal, at 
iaw and in chancery, and all indictments and in- 
formations, which shall be pending and undeter- 
mined in the courts established by authority of the 
provisional governmentof Oregon, within the limits 
of said Territory, when this act shall take effect, 
shall be transferred to be heard, tried, prosecuted, 
and determined im the district courts hereby estab- 
lished, which may include the counties or districts 
where any such proceedings may be pending. All 
bonds, recognizances, and obligations of every 
kind whatsoever, valid under the existing laws 
within the limits of said Territory, shall be valid 
under this act; and all crimes and misdemeanors 
against the laws in force within said limits, may 
be prosecuted, tried, and punished in the courts 
established by this act; and all penalties, forfeit- 
ures, actions, and causes of action, may be re- 
covered, under this act, the same as they would 
have been under the laws in force within the limits 
composing said Territory, at the time this act shall 
ZO into Operation. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That all jus- 
tices of the peace, constables, sheriffs, and all other 
judicial and ministerial officers, who shall be in 
office within the mits of said Territory when this 
act shall take effect, shall be and they are hereby 
authorized and required to continue to exercise and 
perform the duties of their respective offices as 
officers of the Territory of Oregon temporarily, and 
woul they, or others, shall be duly appointed and 
qualified to fill their places in the manner herein 
directed, or until their offices shall be abolished. 

Sec. 17. nd be it further enacted, That the sum 
of five thousand dollars be and the same is hereby 
appropriated, out of any moneys in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by and 
uuder the direction of the said Governor of the 
Territory of Oregon, in the purchase of a library, 
tobe kept at the seat of Government for the use of 
the Governor, Legislative Assembly, Judges of the 
Supreme Court, Secretary, Marshal, and Attorney 


of said Territory, and such other persons, and un- | 


der such regulations, as shall be prescribed by law. 
Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That when the 


lands in the said Territory shall be surveyed, un- | 
der the direction of the Government of the United | 
States, preparatory to bringing the same into mar- | 
ket, sections numbered sixteen and thirty in each | 


township in said Territory shall be and the same 


are hereby reserved for the purpose of being ap- | 


plied to schools in said Territory, and in the States 
and Territories hereafter to be erected out of the 
same, 

Sec. 19. nd be it further enacted, That, tempo- 


rarily, and until otherwise provided by law, the || 


Governor of said Territory may define the judicial 


districts of said Territory, and assign the judges | 
who may be appointed for said Territory to the | 
several districts, and also appoint the times and | 


places for holding courts in the several counties or 
subdivisions in each of said judicial districts, by 
iroclamation to be issued by him; but the Legis- 
lution Assembly, at their first or any subsequent 
session, may organize, alter, or modify such judi- 
cial districts, and assign the judges, and alter the 
time and places of holding the courts, as to them 
shall seem proper and convenient. 

Sec. 20. dnd be it further enacted, That the sum 
of ten thousand dollars be and is hereby appropri- 
ated, to be expended under the direction of the 
President of the United States, in payment for the 
services and expenses of such persons as have been 
engaged in conveying communications to and from 
the * Provisional Government of Oregon’? to the 
authorities of the United States, and the purchase 
of presents for such of the Indian tribes as the 
peace and quietude of the country require. 

Sec. 21. dnd be it further enacted, That from 
and after the passage of this act, all that part of 
the territories of the United States called Upper 
California, acquired by the treaty of peace, friend- 
ship, limits, and settlement, between the United 
States of America and the Mexican Republic, con- 
cluded at Gaudaloupe Hidalgo on the second day of 
February, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, shall 


be organized into, and constitute, a temporary gov- | 





ernment by the name of California: Provided, That 
nothing in this act contained shall be construed to 
impair the rights of person or property now per- 
taining to the Indians in said Territory, so long as 


such rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty || 
between the United States and such Indians, or to | 


affect the authority of the Governmentof the United 


States to make any regulation respecting such In- | 


dians, their lands, property, or other rights, by 
treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have been 
competent to the Government to make if this act 
had never passed: nd provided, further, That 


nothing in this act contained shall be construed to | 


inhibit the Government of the United States from 
dividing said Territory into two or more ‘Territo- 
| ries, in such manner and at such times as Congress 
shall deem convenient and proper, or from attach- 
ing any poruon of said Territory to any other 
State or ‘Territory of the United States. 
Sec. 22. dnd be it further enacted, That the ex- 
ecutive power and authority in and over said Ter- 


ritory of California, shall be vested in a Governor, | 
who shail hold his office for four years, and until | 
his successor shall be appointed and qualified, | 
unless sooner removed by the President of the |) 


, United States. The Governor shz'! reside within 
said ‘Territory, shall be commander-in-chief of the 
militia thereof, shall perform the duues and receive 
the emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs; 


he may grant pardons for offences against the laws | 
of said ‘Territory, and reprieves for offences against || 


| the laws of the United States, until the decision of 
the President can be made known thereon: he shall 


commission all officers who shall be appointed to | 


office under the laws of the said Territory, and shall 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 


Src 23. And be it further enacted, That there shall | 
be a Secretary of said Territory, who shall reside | 
therein, and hold his office for four years, unless | 


| sooner removed by the President of the United 
States; he shall record and preserve all the laws 
and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly here- 
| inafter constituted, and all the acts and proceedings 
of the Governor in his Executive Department; he 
| shall transmit one copy of the laws and one copy 
of the executive proceedings on or before the Ist 
day of December in each year, to the President of 
the United States, and at the same time two copies 
of the laws to the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the President of the Senate, for the 
| use of Congress. And in case of the death, re- 
moval, resignation, or other necessary absence of 
the Governor from the Territory, the Secretary 
shall have, and he is hereby authorized and required 
to execute and perform, all the powers and duties 
of the Governor during such vacancy or necessary 
absence, or until another Governor shall be duly 
appointed to fill such vacancy. 
Sec. 24. nd be it further enacted, That the judi- 


cial power of said Territory shall be vested in a | 


supreme court, district courts, probate courts, and 
in justices of the peace. The supreme court shall 


/any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and 
who shall hold a term at the seat of government of 


_ offices during the period of four years. The said 
| Territory shall be divided into three judicial dis- 
|| tricts, and a district court shall be held in each of 
said districts by one of the justices of the supreme 
court, at such times and places as may be pre- 
scribed by law; and the said judges shall, after 
| their appointments, respectively, reside in the dis- 
tricts which shall be assigned them. The juris- 
| diction of the several courts herein provided for, 
| both appellate and original, and that of the probate 
courts, and of justices of the peace, shall be as 

limited by law: Provided, That justices of the 
| peace shall not have jurisdiction of any matter in 
|| controversy when the title or boundaries of land 
| may be in dispute, or where the debt or sum 
claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars; and the 
| said supreme and district courts, respectively, 

shall possess a chancery as well as common law 
jurisdiction. Each district court, or the judge 
| thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be 

the register in chancery, and shall keep his office 


consist of a chief justice and two associate justices, | 


said Territory annually, and they shall hold their | 
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ry court, or the justices thereof, shall appoint its et 








clerk, and every clerk shall hold his Office at ihe 


| pleasure of the court for which he shall have bee 
appointed. Writs of error and appeals from the 
final decisions of said supreme court shall be »|. 
lowed, and may be taken to the Supreme ( 
the United States, in the same manner and under 
the same regulations as from the circuit courts of 
| the United States, except only that in all cases ins 
volving titles to slaves, the said writs of error or 
appeals shall be allowed and decided by the said 
sipreme court without regard to the value of the 
| matter, property, or title in controversy; and ex. 
cept also that a writ of error or appeal shall be af, 
lowed to the Supreme Court of the United States 
from the decision of the supreme court created |, 
| this act, or any judge thereof, or of the district 
courts created by this act, or of any judge thereof 
upon any writ of habeas corpus, involving the ques. 
tion of personal freedom; and each of the said dis- 
|, trict courts shall have and exercise the same juris- 
diction in all cases arising under the Constitution 
and laws of the United States as is vested in tie 
circuit and district courts of the United States; and 
the first six days of every term of said couris, or 
| so much thereof as shall be necessary, shall be ap- 
propriated to the trial of causes arising under the 
said Constitution and laws; and writs of error and 
appeals in all such cases shall be made to the sy- 
preme court of said Territory, the same as in other 
cases. The said clerk shall receive, in all such 
|| cases, the same fees which the clerks of the dis- 
|, trict courts of Wisconsin Territory heretofore re- 
ceived for similar services. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be appointed an Attorney for said Territory, who 
shall continue in office for four years, unless sooner 
removed by the President, and who shall receive 
the same fees and salary as were received by the 
Attorney of the United Sates for the Territory of 
| Wisconsin. There shall also be a Marshal for the 
‘Territory appointed, who shall hold his office for 
four years, unless sooner removed by the President, 
| and who shall execute all processes issuing from 
| the said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction 
| as circuit and district courts of the United States; 

he shall perform the duties, be subject to the same 
regulation and penalties, and be entitled to the 
same fees, as were received by the marshal of the 
district court of the United States for the Territory 
of Wisconsin; and shall, in addition, be paid two 
hundred dollars annually as compensation for 
eXtra services. 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 
| lative power of said Territory shall, until Congress 
| shall otherwise provide, be vested in the Governor, 
Secretary, and Judges of the Supreme Court, who, 
or a majority of them, shall have power to pass any 
law for the administration of justice in said Terri- 
tory, which shall not be repugnant to this act, or 
inconsistent with the laws and Constitution of the 
United States. But no law shall be passed inter- 
fering with the primary disposal of the soil, respect- 
ing an establishment of religion, or respecting the 
prohibition or establishment of African slavery; 
aud no tax shall be imposed upon the property of 
the United States; nor shall the lands or other 
property of non-residents be taxed higher than the 
| lands or other property of residents. All the laws 

shall be submitted to the Congress of the United 
| States, and, if disapproved, shall be null and void. 
| Sec. 27. And be it Surther enacted, That the gov- 
| ernor, secretary, chief justice and associate jus- 
tices, attorney, and marshal, shall be nominated, 
| and, by and with the advice and consent of the 
| Senate, appointed by the President of the United 
| States. The governor and secretary to be appoint- 


se al. 
‘ 
2Ourt of 





} ed as aforesaid shall, before they act as such, re- 








spectively take an oath or affirmation, before the 
| district judge or some justice of the peace in the 
_ limits of said Territory duly authorized to admin- 
| ister oaths and affirmations by the laws now 0 
| force therein, or before the chief justice or some 
| associate justice of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
| ted States, to support the Constitution of the United 
| States, and faithfully to discharge the duties of their 
| respective offices; which said oaths, when so taken, 


at the place where the court may be held. Writs || shall be certified by the person by whom the same 
| of error, bills of exception, and appeals, shall be || shall have been taken, and such certificates shall 
| allowed in all cases from the finel decision of said | be received and recorded by the said secretary 


district courts to the supreme court, under such 


among the executive proceedings. 


regulations as may be prescribed by law; but in || justice and associate justices, and all other civil 


|| no case removed to the supreme court shall trial 
by jury be allowed in gaid court. The supreme 


| 


| officers in said Territory, before they act as aac 
shall take alike oath or affirmation before the sa! 


And the chief 
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governur or secretary, or some judge or justice of 
the peace of the ‘Territory, who may be duly com- 
missioned and qualified; which said oath or affirm- 
ation shall be certified and transmitted by the 
erson taking the same to the secretary, to be by 
him recorded as aforesaid ; and, afterwards, the 
jjke oath or affirmation shall be taken, certified, 
and recorded in such manner and form as may be 
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| Shall be duly appointed to fill such vacancy. 


cial power of said Territory shall be vested in a 
| Supreme court, district courts, probate courts and 


prescribed by law. The governor shall receive an | 


annual salary of fifteen hundred dollars as gover- 
nor and fifteen hundred dollars as superintendent 
of Indian affairs. The chief justice and associate 
justices shall each receive an annual salary of 
eighteen hundred dollars. The secretary shall re- 


ceive an annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars, | 


Yhe said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly at 
the treasury of the United States. There shall 
be appropriated annually the sum of one thousand 


dollars, to be expended by the governor, to defray | 


the contingent expenses of the Territory; and 


there shall alzo be appropriated annually a suffi- | 


cient sum, to be expended by the Secretary of the 
Territory,and upon an estimate to be made by the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, 
to defray the expenses of the printing of the laws, 


and other incidental expenses; and the secretary || 


of the Territory shall annually account to the Sec- 


retary Of the Treasury of the United States for the | 


manner in which the aforesaid sum shall have been 
expended. 


Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That, from | 


and after the passage of this act, all that part of 
the territories of the United States called New 
Mexico, acquired by the treaty of peace, friend- 
ship, limits, and settlement between the United 
States of America and the Mexican Republic, con- 


eluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the second day | 


of February, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, 
shall be organized into and constitute a temporary 
government, by the name of the Territory of New 
Mexico: Provided, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed to impair the rights of 
person or property now pertaining to the Indians 
in said Territory, so long as such rights shall re- 
main unextinguished by treaty between the United 
States and such Indians; or to affect the authority 
of the Government of the United States to make 
any regulation respecting such Indians, their lands, 


property, or other rights, by treaty, law, or other- | 


wise, which it would have been competent to the 
Government to make if this act had never passed: 
«Ind provided further, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed to inhibit the Government 
of the United States from dividing said Territory 
into two or more Territories, in such manner and 
ai such times as Congress shall deem convenient 
and proper, or from attaching any portion of said 
Territory to any other State or Territory of the 
United States. 

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That the ex- 
ecutive power and authority in and over said Ter- 
riiory of New Mexico shail be vested in a Gov- 
ernor, who shall hold his office for four years, and 
until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, 
unless sooner removed by the President of the 
United States. 
said Territory, shall be commander-in-chief of the 
militia thereof, shall perform the duties and receive 
the emoluments of superintendent of Indian affairs; 
he may grant pardons for offences against the laws 
of said Territory, and reprieves for offences against 


| triets which shall be assigned them. 
| diction of the several courts herein provided for, 
|, both appellate and original, and that of the probate 


| 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
j 
i} 


| 








The Governor shall reside within | 


| 
} 
| 
} 


the laws of the United States, until the decision of | 


the President can be made known thereon; he shall 
commission all officers who shall be appointed to 
office under the laws of the said Territory, and 


shall take care that the laws be faithfully execu- | 


ted. 

Sec. 39. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be a Secretary of sa‘d Territory, who shall 
reside therein, and hold his office for four years, 
unless sooner removed by the President of the 
United States; he shall record and preserve all the 
laws and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly 


hereinafter constituted, and all the acts and pro- | 
ceedings of the Governor in his executive depart- | 
ment; he shall transmit one copy of the laws, and | 


one copy of the executive proceedings, on or be- 
fore the first day of December in each year, to the 
President of the United States, and, at the same 
time, two copies of the laws to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the President of the 


Senate, for the use of Congress. And, in case of | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the death, removal, resignation, or other necessary | 


absence of the Governor from the Territory, the 


| Secretasy shall have, and he is hereby authorized | 
_and required to execute and perform, all the pow- 


| of exception, and appeals shall be allowed in ail | 
| cases from the final 


| judge thereof, upon any writ of habeas corpus in- | 
| volving the question of personal freedom; and each 
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shall otherwise provide, be vested in the Governor, 
Secretary, and Judges of the Supreme Court, who, 
or a majority of them, shall have power to pass 
any law for the administration of justice in said 
Territory, which shall not be repugnant to this 
act, or inconsistent with the laws and Constitution 
of the United States. But no Jaw shall be passed 
respecting the establishment of religion, or respect 
ing the prohibition or establishment of African 
slavery, or interfering with the primary disposal 
who shall hold a term at the seat of government of || of the soil, and no tax shall be Scapeaed upon the 
said Territory annually, and they shall hold their | property of the United States, nor shall the lands 
offices during the period of four years. The said | or other property of non-residents be taxed higher 
Territory shall be divided into two judicial dis- | than the lands or other property of residents. All 
trets, and a district court shall be held in each of | the laws shall be submitted to the Congress of the 
said districts by one of the justices of the supreme | United States, and, if disapproved, shall be nui! 
court, at such times and places as may be pre- | and void. 
scribed by law; and the said judges shall, after Sec. 34. And be it further enacted, That the Gov- 
their appointments, respectively, reside inthe dis- | ernor, Secretary, Chief Justice, and Associate Jus- 
The juris- | tice,Attorney,and Marshal, shall be nominated and, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States. ‘The 
governor and secretary to be appointed as afore- 
ited by law: Provided, That justices of-the peace | said shall, before they act as such, respectively 
shall not have jurisdiction of any matter in contro- | take an oath or affirmation, beforethe district judge, 
versy when the title or boundaries of land may be | or some justice of the peace, in the limits of said 
in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall || Territory, duly authorized to administer oaths 
exceed one hundred dollars; and the said supreme |, and affirmations by the laws now in force therein, 
and district courts, respectively, shall possess a || or before the chief justice or some associate jus- 
chancery as well as common law jurisdiction. | tice of the Supreme Court of the United States, to 
Each district court, or the judge thereof, shall ap- |) support the Constitution of the United States, and 
point its clerk, who shall also be the register in | faithfully to discharge the duties of their respect- 
chancery, and shall keep his office at the place || ive offices; which said oaths, when so taken, shalt 
where the court may be held. Writs of error, bills || be certified by the person by whom the same shall 
have been taken, and such certificates shall be re- 
ecisions of said district courts ,| ceived and recorded by the said secretary among 
to the supreme court, under such regulations as || the executive proceedings. And the chief justice 


ers and duties of the Governor during such vacancy 
or necessary absence, or until another Governor 


Sec. 31. dnd be it further enacted, That the judi- 


in justices of the peace. The supreme court shall 
consist of a chief justice and one associate justice, 


courts, and of justices of the peace, shall be as lim- 


| wnay be preseribed by law; but in no case removed | and associate justice, and all other civil officers in 


to the supreme court, shall trial by jury be allowed || said Territory, before they act as such, shall take 
in said court. ‘The supreme court, or the justices | a like oath or affirmation before the said governor 
thereof, shall appoint its ownclerk, and every clerk | or secretary, or some judge or justice of the peace 
shall hold his office at the pleasure of the court for. of the Territory, who may be duly commissioned 
which he shall have been appointed. Writs of | and qualified, which said oath or affirmation shall be 
error and appeals from the final decisions of said | certified and transmitted, by the person taking the 
supreme court shall be allowed, and may be taken || same, to the secretary, to be by him recorded as 
to the Supreme Court of the United States, in the |) aforesaid; and afterwards, the like oath or affirma- 
same manner and under the same regulations as || tion shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in such 
from the circuit courts of the United States, except || manner and form as may be prescribed by law. 
only that in all cases involving title to slaves the || The governor shall receive an annual salary of fif- 
said writs of error or appeals shall be allowed and || teen hundred dollars as governor, and fifteen hun- 
decided by the said supreme court, without regard || dred dollars as superintendentof Indian affairs. The 
to the value of the matter, property, or tide in || chief justice and associate justice shall receive an 
controversy; and except, also, that a writ of error || annual salary ofeighteen hundred dollars. The see- 
or appeal shall be allowed to the Supreme Court of || retary shall receive an annual salary of eighteen hun- 
the United States from the decision of the supreme || dred dollars. The said salaries shall be paid quarter- 
court created by this act or any judges thereof, or || yearly, at the treasury of the United States. There 
of the district courts created by this act or of any || shall be appropriated, annually, the sum of one 
thousand dollars, to be expended by the governor to 
| defray the contingent expenses of the Territory ; and 
of the said district courts shall have and exercise || there shall also be appropriated, annually, a suffi- 
the same jurisdiction in all cases arising under the || cient sum, to be expended by the secretary of the 
Constitution and laws of the United States as is || Territory, and upon an estimate to be made by the 
vested in the circuit and district courts of the Uni- || Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, to 
ted States; and the first six days of every term of || defray the expenses of printing the Jaws, and other 
said courts, or so much thereof as shall be neces- || incidental expenses; and the secretary of the Ter- 
sary, Shall be appropriated to the trial of causes || ritory shall annually account to the Secretary of 
arising under the said Constitution and laws; and || the Sreaniny of the United States for the manner 
writs of error and appeals, in all such cases, shall be || in which the aforesaid sum shall have been ex- 
made to the supreme court of said Territory, the i pended. 
sameasin other cases. The said clerk shall receive, || Sec. 35. nd be it further enacted, That the Con- 
in all such cases, the same fees which the clerks of || stitution and laws of the United States are hereby 
the district courts of Wisconsin Territory hereto- || extended over and declared to be in force in said 
fore received for similar services. | Territories of California and New Mexico, so far as 
Sec. 32. .4nd be it further enacted, That there shall | the same, or any provision thereof, may be appli- 


~ 


| 


be appointed an Attorney for said Territory, who || cable. 
shall continue in office for four years, unless sooner || Sec. 36, And be it further enacted, That the Pres- 
removed by the President, and who shall receive || ident of the United States, by and with the advice 
the same fees and salary as were received by the | and consent of the Senate, may, at his discretion, 
Attorney of the United States for the Territory of || appoint for and within the Territories any number 
Wisconsin. There shall also be a Marshal for the || of Indian agents, not to exceed six; said agents to 
Territory appointed, who shall hold his office for } receive the same pay, discharge the same duties, 
four years, unless sooner removed by the President, || and be subject to the same restrictions and liabili- 
and who shall execute all processes issuing from || ties as Indian agents now are by law; and that the 
the said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction || laws regulating intercourse with the Indian tribes 
as circuit and district courts of the United States; | 
he shall perform the duties, be subject to the same 
regulation and penalties, and be entitled to the same 
fees, as were received by the Marshal of the dis- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
trict court of the United States for the Territory of || Tuvnspar, July 27, 1848 
Wisconsin; and shall, in addition, be paid two | yeeners , . 
hundred dollars annually as a compensation for || The Journal of yesterday was read and spprerer 
extra services. | Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Printing, 
Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, That the legis- || to whom was referred the subject of printing an 
lative power of said Territory shall, until Congress |! extra number of the memoir, political, geographi- 


| 


said Territories. 
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cal, and commercial, on the present state and pro- 


ductive resources of Siberia and the Asiatic islands, 
by Aaron H. Palmer, reported the following reso- 
Jution: 
Resolved, That extra copies of said memoir be not printed. 
Mr. CONGER also, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the resolution directing the 
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Clerk of the House of Representatives to furnish | 


each member of the House copies of all acts and | 


resolutions which may be passed, with instructions 
to ascertain the expense of the same, reported the 
expense, as near as can be ascertained, at $200 a 
session. 

The report was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
HOUSTON, the resolution and report were laid 
on the table. 

Mr. PUTNAM, by leave, offered the following 
resolution, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds inquite and examine as to the necessity of another 
building for the use of the different public departments ; also, 
the fitne* for such purpose of the building recently ereeted 
by Mr. Winder, near the War Department, and the terms on 
which the same can be purchased, and Uhat said committee 
report by bill or atherwise. 

Mr. FULTON, by leave, previous notice having 
been given, introduced a bill authorizing the pay- 
ment of invalid pensions in certain cases. Read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr. VENABLE, from the Committee on Inva- 


'| since, and taking the range of political subjects 


lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John 


Gawney. Kead and committed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the House 
proceed to consider the special order, viz: the mes- 
sages of the President of the United States—the 
treaty message and the message in relation to the 
boundary of the territory acquired of Mexico. 
Lost. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, from the Committee on 
Rules, reported the following, to be inserted in lieu 
of the 135th rule: 

In Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, the bills shall be taken up and disposed of in their 
order on the calendar; but, when objection is made to the 
consideration of a bill, a majority of the committee shall de- 
cide, without debate, whether it shall be taken up and dis- 
posed of or laid aside: Provided, That general appropriation 
bills, and, in time of war, bills for raising men or money, 
and bills concerning a treaty of peace, shall be preferred to 
all other bills, at the discretion of the committee, and, when 
demanded by any member, the question shail be first put in 
regard to them. 

Mr. McCLELLAND explained the provisions 
of the present rule and of the proposed amendment— 
the former requiring business to be proceeded with 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union and in Committee of the Whole House, in 
the order of the calendar, and placing it out of the 
power of the majority to change the order of busi- 
ness; the latter providing that the calendar be called 
in order, but that on bills being objected to, a major- 
ity of the committee should decide without debate 
whether they would proceed with their considera- 
tion or pass to subsequent orders. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, opposed the amendment, 
and argued that the rule, as it now stood, promoted 
the just orde® and despatch of business, both on 
the part of the standing committees and the House; 
and that the cause of the delay of business this ses- 
sion lay rather with the members in their debates 
than with the rules of the House. 

Mr. ASHMUN was in favor of the amendment, 
and would name but one reason, viz: that it would 


} 


enable the House to act at this session upon bills | 
of vast importance to the entire country, which | 


otherwise they would be unable to reach: among 
them the ifternal-improvement bills. He demanded 
the previous question, 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to lay the propo- 
sition on the table. 


The yeas and nays were ordered and taken on || 


the motion to lay upon the table, and resulted: 
Yeas 83, nays 105. 

The previous question was then seconded; and 
under the operation thereof, the rule as reported 
by the commitiece in lieu of the 135th rule was 
adopted. 


NEW MEXICO AND CALIFORNIA. 


On motion of Mr. KAUFMAN, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the special order, | 


viz: the messages of the President of the United 


Statea—the treaty message and the message in re- | 


lation to the boundary of the Territories ceded by 
Mexico ito the United States. 
Mr. KAUFMAN being entitled to the floor, ad- 


! 





dressed the House in reply to Mr. Vinron. He || Referred to the Committee on Territories 
denied to the United States the right, in oPganizing | dered to be printed. 


a Territorial Government for New Mexico, to in- The House proceeded to consider the ; 
terfere with the territorial rights of Texas, as de- | ments of the a disagreed to b a send 
fined by her treaty with Mexico of May 14, 1836, | to the bill of the ate renewing ee none 
and also by her “ statute of limits’? of December pensions for the term of five years, and . Pon 
19, 1836. He contended that Congress could not | the benefits of existing laws respecting banat i 
curtail the territorial limits claimed by Texas with- | sions to engineers, firemen, and eealihe va pen- 
out her consent, without a palpable infraction of || the navy, and to shale + a ay avers, in 
the Constitution, a violation of the letter and the || On sontian of Mr. WHITE, the House incic 
Spirit of the compact of annexation, a nullifica- upon its amendments to said ill and a ere 
tion of solemn treaties enteyed into by the United |: tee of Conference was-appointed on the ee 
States, and a total disregard of the plighted faith of || House, to confer with a similar ma ag ” - 
: 6 


the nation. He cited the precedents of the claims part of the Senate, on the disagreeing votes of «| 
of Maine and Massachusetts in regard to the “ dis- || two Houses on said bill. one 


puted territory’? on our northeastern boundary, || 
and concluded by invoking all parties to harmony, JPPREGON, CALIFORNIA, AND NEW MEXIco, 
conciliation, and union. i The bill from the Senate to establish Territoyj,! 
Mr. COLLAMER then took the floor, and made | Governments in Oregon, California, and New 
a speech on the subject of freedom and slavery in || Mexico, was taken from the Speaker’s table. 
the Territories, &c. ! Mr. BOYD moved to refer the bill to the Com. 
Mr. STANTON followed, chiefly in reply to || mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
the speech of Mr. Vinton, aces some days'| Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the bill on the 
| table, and demanded the yeas and nays. : 
generally. | Mr. PETTIT desired to inquire, whether, if the 
Mr. LINCOLN spoke on politics in general, | House should negative these motions, it woul: he 
and on the merits of the candidates for the Presi- || in order to move to refer the bill to a select com- 
dential office. || mittee? 
Mr. BOWDON then obtained the floor, ‘| Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved a call of 
And the House adjourned. ‘| the House, and demanded the yeas and nays 
—_—_—_——_ | thereon. , i A ll 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || Mr. BOYD (still standing in his place) claimed 
Frivay, July 28, 1848. | the floor upon his own motion. He had made the 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || by - me U me vaenias oe bn 7 
. = y > ~ . . vo 
Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, asked leave to report, ee net at ee eee Con 


f he C re ae ; the earliest consideration of the measure. 
rom the Committee on the Territories, bills to es- TheSPEAKER said, thatall the motions but that 
tablish Territorial Governments in New Mexico 


1 Californi Obiected t which was made by the gentleman from Kentucky 
oS ene ee jected to. am {[Mr. Boyp] were superseded, and the question 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that || would be on the motion to refer to the Committce 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the || of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Whole on the private calendar. Lost. Mr. BOYD proceeded. It is, indeed, an im- 
On ra is of Mr. GOGGIN, the House pro- || portant measure. Our newly-acquired territory 
The the ree a. Shaff; | should not be left in the hands of Mexicans, nor 
re Dit Tor the rehet of Feter shatter, reported || our settlers in Oregon to the merciless butcheric 
from the Committee of the Whole on the 2d of . . 


j a dered b of the Indians. But, sir, there are other and higher 
une Jast without amendment, was ordered to be || considerations involved in this measure. The fate 
engrossed, and, being engrossed, was read a third | 


, of this Union may, in a great degree, depend on 
time and passed. Ys 5 Sree, Ue} 


On motionof Mr. McK AY, the House proceeded ane ection ot Upia Baey Wise zerwente op bows of 


iderati ; 3 mal Bs ai : ; 
— consideration of business on the Speaker’s | in the spirit of concession and compromise, pro- 
avie, 


a : ; ‘| ceed to settle, now and forever, the vexed and dis- 
And the SPEAKER laid before the House com- | tracting question of slavery, by the passage of this 
munications, as follows: | measure? It might be that a majority of the 

A communication from the Secretary of War, 7 ; 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the 26th ulumo, a report of the strength of the dif- , 
ferent corps of the army of the United States, after 
the discharge of those who, by the terms of their 
enlistment and the operation of existing laws, are 
required to be discharged at the close of the war 
with Mexico. 

The report shows the number of five years’ 
men in the different corps, as far as can be ascer- 
tained from the records of the Adjutant General’s || 
Office, to be, viz: 

The two regiments of dragOons........ecceeeeeee veeel 095 
The regiment of mounted ritlemen......e.eeeeeeeeeee 427 


» and or. 


’ 


| House would stand opposed to the bill in its pres- 
| ent shape; still he es gentlemen would not, for 
| that reason, give it the go-by, by laying it on the 
| table. He desired most earnestly to see this or 
| some other measure of compromise adopted. If 
we cannot agree to pass this bill, in Heaven’s 


else. Let the bill go to the committee, where we 
| can examine it, exchange opinions upon it, com- 
mune with each other—not as partisans, but as 
men and as patriots—to the end that this vexed 
and dangerous question may be settled. 

By laying this bill upon the table, the House 





the provisions of this bill. Should we not, then, \ 


/ name let us endeavor to agree upon something / | 





Total strength of army after the discharge of soldiers 


enlisted for the wat.........ce0ee se svicsewences’ 8,866 
The letter and report were referred to the Com- 


| 


| 


The four regiments of artillery.......... erececevcce » 2,830 | would, in effect, proclaim to the country their in- 
The eight regiments of iutautry....... sa0seicsnhin beeen | disposition to settle the question now upon any 
Siar | terms, and agitation, with all its deplorable conse- 
‘ 
Rechalte im Beght ines iciccvsvecsres seceencecdioncoed © 180 || eeenaen nena 


In the behalf of our common constituency, I am 
constrained now to appeal to gentlemen on both 
sides to join me in an honest, earnest effort, to 
compromise this question, and give peace to the 


mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be print- | country. 
ed. Mr. B. concluded by moving a call of the House; 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting | but gave way for 
a report on the claim of William Vawters, deceased, Mr. McCLERNAND, who said, by permission 
in pursuance of a resolution of the House of the | of the gentleman from Kentucky, he desired to 
3d instant. Laid on the table. make one or two observations. 

A letter from the Postmaster General, transmit- Mr. BOYD would withdraw the motion for a 
ting, in obedience to a resolution of the House, a | call of the House, if the gentleman from Illinois 
table showing the annual cost of mail transporta- || would renew it. 
tion, and the annual receipts of postage in each Mr. McCLERNAND promised to do so, and 
State and Territory of the United States, for the || was then permitted to proceed. He said the ques- 
ten years preceding July 1, 1847. Referred to the || tion involved in this bill was one of the most mo- 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ‘| mentous character. It was one which deeply 

A tabular statement from the Commissioner of | involved the peace of the country and our republi- 
the General Land Office, showing the estimated || can institutions. It was important in another 
surface of the Territories of the United States | point of view. We had just now emerged from a 
north and west of the regularly organized States | war of two years’ duration, during which time 4 
of the Union, and the portions of territory north | large amount of public treasure had been expended, 
and south of the parallel of 36° 30’ north latitude. || and much valuable blood had been shed. Among 
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the results of that war we had acquired extensive 


— -_-—— ——— i Pceenmaaennp enna a 







was of great value; and now the question presented 
itself, shall the fruits of this war, which had cost 
ys 80 much blood and treasure, be thrown away, 


territory in California and New Mexico, which | 


or should they be secured and perpetuated in pos- | 


eession of the people of the United States by the 


assaze of this or some other bill which might | 


meet more general acceptance? 
against the motion to lay on the table. He now 
yenewed the motion for the call of the House. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, desired to make a few 
remarks with the permissisn of the gentleman from 
[Ilinois—only five words. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND would assent, if the gen- 
Jeman from Indiana would renew the motion for 
a call of the House. 

Mr. SMITH acceded to the terms, and then 
said he should be entirely satisfied to have this bill 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


He should vote | 


state of the Union, if he thought any good would | 


result from giving it that direction. 
thoroughly convinced that the reference of that bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union would but protract this session of Congress, 
without producing any beneficial results whatever. 
He was willing to avow that he was opposed to 
tiis bill, decidedly and uncompromisingly. He 
was willing to settle the vexed question of slavery 
in the Territories on any fair and unobjectionable 
sounds; but he utterly and entirely denied that 
this bill held out any promise of a settlement of 
that question. If that Pill should become the law 


of the land, so far from settling the agitation which | 


prevails through the country, and calming the 
troubled waters, it would only add to the existing 
agitation, and increase the difficulties by which it 
was surrounded. 
heard of in which a people’s rights and interests 
were direct antipodes to each other? Yet such 
was the compromise of this bill. Its southern 
advocates contended that it would be the means 
of extending slavery over that territory in which 
slavery did not now exist; and if that was its 
character, he should not give it his sanction. 

Ask some of its southern Senatorial advocates 
why they supported the passage of this bill, and they 
would reply that, under its operation, they would 
be entitled to carry their slaves to this Territory. 


Ask what were the grounds on which those from the | 


North gave it their support, and they were told, on 
thecontrary, that slavery would be excluded... Was 
there, then, any compromise in that?) None. It 
was only increasing the difficulties and agitation, 
which must exist, with no prospect of a settlement. 
He did not desire to see Congress adjourn without 
affording those Territories some appropriate gov- 
ernment. He asked the House this morning for 
leave to report bills to provide a government for 
each of these Territories, but gentlemen on the 
other side of the House objected to it. He had 
such bills now drawn up to provide Territorial 
Governments for California and New Mexico. 
They had already a bill before them to establish a 
Territorial Government for Oregon. 

Mr. CATHCART said that the objection came 
from his (Mr. 8.’s) own side of the House; and 
that the gentleman before him (Mr. Gocein] was 
the first to object. 

Mr.SMITH. The gentleman withdrew his ob- 
jection, Well, he hoped hereafter that he should 
have an opportunity to present, and that the House 
would consent to receive, his report, and that before 
Congress adjourned it would pass those bills. He 
was as desirous as any individual that they should 
be passed, and Territorial Governments in these 
Territories be established; but he saw no good that 
could result either to the South or to the North, or 
to any portion of this country, by wasting tire at 
lus late period of the session in a fruitless discug- 
sion of the bill before them. It had already been 
lully discussed, not in the House, yet in the hear- 
lig of every member of the House, and the mind 
of every one of them was made up respecting it. 
He hoped, therefore, they should come to a de- 
Cisive test vote, 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware. Will my hon- 
orable friend from Indiana [Mr. Smitu] allow me 
‘0 make a single remark, or rather, to propound a 
single inquiry tohim? J do not, I can assure him, 
desire at this time to say anything, either one way 
or the other, in regard to the supposed merits or 
demerits of the bill now before us. 1 do not pro- 
pose, at this preliminary stage of the matter, to 






Was there ever a compromise | 


But he was | 
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, to lay the bill on the table, and then comply with 
_ his promise to the genteman from Illinois [Mr. 


| no suggestion of order until the House came to | 


called through, 209 members answered to their 


| he was entitled to the floor; but avother gentleman | 
| having stated that he had not relinquished the | 
floor, the motion of the gentleman from Georgia 


| should be willing to protract this session indefinitel 
| till it was passed. 


| belief that the question could be settled during the 


| ham, Blanchatd, Bo)don, Buckner, Butler, Canby, Clapp, 


| bard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoil, Irvin, Jenkins, Kellogg, 
' Daniel P. King, Lahm, William’. Lawrence, Sidney Law- |) And then the 
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rence, Lincoln, Lord, Lynde, Maclay, MeCletland, Mell 
vaine, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morris, Mullin, 
Nelson, Nes, Newell, Nicoll, Palfrey, Peasiee, Peck, Pen- 
dieton, Petrie, Pollock, Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rox hwell, 
Join A. Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, St. Jobn, Schenck, Sher 
honorable member on this floor, and it is this: Is ra, ao ameaes weet a ee Aa drpeenia Teetn 
ALE RB Sago gy ot Bo : 5 eo Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Andrew 
It just, is it fair, to force this measure to a final Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, Strong, Tallinader, 
decisien in this House without affording ample Taylor, James Thompson, Richard W. "Thomp-on, Join 
time for the consideration and discussion of it? For | B. Thompsen, William Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Van 
my own part, 1 am free to say that [ am not pre- le aes er Warren, Wentworth, White, Wiley, and 
. ‘ . . ‘ -—— . 
pared to vote either for or against this bill without SEAT Dieadien:* Ainaaiaids Barringer, Barrow, Bayly 
an opportunity to assign my reasons for Mt; and | Beale, Bedinger, Birdsall, Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
would respectfully ask if itis right, if itis honor- | Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert 
able, if it is magnanimous in the House to compel = ert Pe Ngee iene pe os a 
; . Ss . severly L. Clarke, Clingman, Howe obb, amson R, 
members to act upon this, by far the most im W. Cobb, Cocke, Crisfield, Daniel, Dickinson, Alexander 
portant and momentous question which has been Evans, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, French, Fulton, 
presented for our consideration during the present Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Haraison} 
Congress, without a full, free, and fair opportunity Harmanson, Harris, Hill, Hilliard, Isaac EB. Hohnes, George 
to weich and di sit? F on wana 3. Houston, John W. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
jo weigh an iscuss It! or my own part, am | Iverson, Jameson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johuson, 
free to confess, as I have already stated, that lam | George W. Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufinan, Kennon, 
not prepared to vote upon it until 1 have had an Se King, Le hire, pe orgs ee enon 
G : ca a 2 coos ee nand, MeDowell, McKay, McLane, Job Mann, Meade, 
opportunity of making known the opinions which Miiler, Morehead, Ouuaw, Pettit, Peyton, Pillsbury, Pres 
will govern and control my action in relation to it, | ton, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, 
and | trust it will not be pressed to a decision at || Shepperd, Simpson, Sims, Stanton, ‘Thibodeaux, Thomas, 
this moment. ee eared ee Sa heme 
Mr. SMITH did not yield the floor to the gen- |) (Umer, Venable, Wallace, Wick, Williams, and Wood- 
tleman from Delaware to make a speech. He did 
not intend to make a speech himself. He did not 
desire any debate on this question, and he hoped 
no debate would arise upon it. In order to test 
the sense of members of the House, he would move | 


enter upon a general discussion of the provisions 
of the bill, as my honorable friend seems inclined 
to do, but I wish to make one suggestion for his 
consideration, and for the consideration of every 


ward—07. 
So the bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. POLLOCK moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken. 

Mr. WHITE moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

On which motion the yeas and nays were taken, 
and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Belcher, Bing- 
ham, Blanchard, Boydon, Buckner, Butler, Canby, Clapp, 
Franklin Clark, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranstou, Crow- 
ell, Crozier, Darling, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Daniel 
Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Rdwards, Enibree, 
Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedicy, Fries, 
Giddings, Gout, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hah, 
Hammons, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, 
Henley, Henry, Elias B. Holes, Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenkins, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Lain, 
William T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Lincoln, Lord, 
Lynde, Maclay, McCleliand, Meclivaine, Horace Mann, 
Marsh, Marvin, Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Nicoll, 
Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, Pendleton, Petrie, Pollock, Pui- 
| nam, Reynolds, Julius Kockwell, John A. Rockwell, Rose, 


: ‘ Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland 
jing be —_ 79 ) ’ ? ’ ’ 
Order having been partially restored Smart, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Ste- 


Mr. McLANE stated his point of order to be | phens, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, Strong, 
that it was not competent for the gentleman from || Tallmadge, ‘Taylor, James Thompson, Richard W. Thomp- 
Indiana to submit two motions at once—the mo- | aes Soon . nO Te meres, erin 

. : . . uck, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Weatwoith, White, Wi- 
tion to lay on the table, and the motion for a call 1 fey, and Wilnot—-114. ’ ’ 
of the House. . i || NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, Bayly, 

The SPEAKER sustained the point of order. || Beale, Bedinger, Birdsall, Boeock, Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, 

Mr. SMITH then moved a call of the House | Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert 
alone. 


G. Brown, Burt, Cabell, Cathcart, Chapman, Beverly L. 
The call was ordered, and the roll having been 


McCuernanp] by moving a cal] of the House. 
[Great excitement and confusion. | 
Mr. BAYLY asked the gentleman from Indiana 

to withdraw thatmotion. [Most emphatic *‘ nces”’ 

from all parts of the House.] There had been un- 
fair remarks made against this bill. [Loud cries | 
of « oper!) 

Mr. BAYLY appealed to the gentleman from 

Indiana. [Renewed cries of * order !’’] 

Mr. McLANE rose to a point of order. 
The SPEAKER said the Chair would receive | 


order itself, and gentlemen took their seats. 


Clarke, Howell Cobb, Williainson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Cris- 
field, Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Alexander Evans, Feath- 
 erston, Ficklin, Flournoy, French, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, 
Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, 


. . Harris, Hill, Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, George 8. Houston 
Mr. ASHMUN moved to dispense with further | John W. Houston, Inge, C. J. Ingersoll, iverson, Jameson, 


proceedings in the call. Agreed to. || Andrew Johnson, Robert W, Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Chair whether || John W, Jones, Kaufinan, Kennon, Thomas Butler King, 


an fi RE is cehinae whee La Sére, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClernand, McDowell, MeKay 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Rtapnans) had |] MeLane, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, "Morehead, Outlaw, 
not move: to lay this bill upon the table: || Pettit, Peyton, Pillsbury, Preston, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, 
The CHAIR replied that the gentleman had || Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Shepperd, Simpson, Sime, 


‘ th ¢ s ine g i || Stanton, Thibodeaux, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Robert 
RARE SON. MONOD, sprees © the time that | A. Thompson, Tompkins, Toombs, Turner, Venable, Wal- 
lace, Wick, Williams, and Woodward—v6. 

On motion of Mr. HALL, of Missouri, the 
had of course been pronounced to be out of order. |! House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 

Mr. STEPHENS here said that he admitted on the state of the Union, (Mr. Morenedp, of Ken- 

. 4 - , 


with the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyp,] |, tucky, in the chair.) 

that this bill was connected with a question of the | THE OREGON BILL. 

deepest interest; but he could not believe, as that || The Oregon bill having been taken up— 
gentleman seemed to do, that its passage would || Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky, who had the floor 
secure peace and quiet to the country; if he did, he | from a preceding day, addressed the committee 
| mainly on the question of slavery in the Territory, 
But, as he read the bill, all it || over which he believed Congress had control, and 
did was merely to postpone the question, not to | incidentally in reply to positions assumed by his 
settle it, or give any peace to the country. The || colleagues heretofore. 

session was already of unusual length: hethought | Mr. COLLINS followed in favor of the doctrine 
it was time they should go home. He had no |) of the proviso. 

| Mr. DUNN then addressed the committee in a 
| speech upon general politics. 

| Mr. HALL, of Missouri, followed Mr. Duxw 


| in a speech urging Congress to act immediately 


names. 


present session; and, wishing to bring it to a test 
vote, he would move to lay the bill on the table. 
A demand was raised from all quarters for the 


| yeas and nays, which were ordered; and, being | on the bill to establish the Territorial Government 
| taken, resulted as follows: 


.|| of Oregon. 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Belcher, Bing- || Mr. MULLIN then got the floor, and the eom- 
mittee rose and rted progress, 6 

Mr. VINTON moved that a committee of con- 


Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Crezier, Dar- 
ling, Dickey, Dixon, Donuell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Dunn, 
Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, 


Hall, Hammons, James G. Hampton, 


Moses Hampton, Henley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, Hub- | Ing votes of the two Houses on the naval appro- 


priation bill. Agreed to, ‘ 
ouse adjourned. 


ference be appointed to meet a similar committee _ 


| Fisher, Freediey, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, || on the part of the Senate, to confer on the disagree- 
| Hale, Nathan K. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorial and petition were presented un- 
der the rule and referred : 


By Mr. DARLING: A memorial of citizens of the late 
Stockbridge wibe of Indians, in Wisconsin, asking relief 
from ditficultics arising under the act of Congress, of Au- 
gust 6, 1846, to repeal an act entitled “ An act for the relief 
of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians, and for other purposes,” 
approved March 3, 1n43. : 

By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of Hon, William Jaeck- 
son and 216 others, of Newton, Massachusetts, praying 
for a Jaw prohibiting the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, July 28, 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Treasury Department, 
in relation to certain unexpended balances of ap- 
propriations for the surveys of the public lands, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate 
of the 20th instant; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
July 2ist, calling for the returns of the corporal 
uunishments inflicted on board the ships of the 
re frigates, and sloops of war; which was laid | 
on the table. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the 
case of Haym M. Salomon. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- | 
mitice on Pensions, reported the following House 
bill without amendment: An act granting a pen- 
sion to William Pittman. 

Mr. JOHNSON also, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on the memorials of Jedediah 
Gray, Amos Doughty, and John Beetly, accom- 
panied by reports m each case. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of George L. Brent and 
Joseph Graham; which was read a first ume. 

Mr. FOOTE, from the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the | 
neirs and legal representatives of Joseph McAlee, | 
deceased; which was read a first ume. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, to whom was referred the amendments to | 
the House lill making appropriation for the naval | 
service, made a report recommending that the Sen- | 
ale concur in the first two amendments of the 
ilouse, and insist on the amendments of the Sen- 
ate; which report was concurred in, and a Com- | 
mittee of Conference of three Senators was ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, 

Resolved, That a Select Committee of five be appointed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing tor the pubiica- | 
tron, as a national work, and without eopy-right, uader the 
direction of Congress, of the re-ults of the recent explorin 
expedition of J.C. Frémont to California and Oregon ; = 
also into the expediency of providing for continuing and 
completing the surveys and explorations of the said Fré- 
montin Oregon and California, with a view to develop the } 
geography of those countries, and to discover the practical | 
lines of Communication by railroads or otherwise between 
the valley of the Mississippi and the Pacific Ocean: the 
results of said further explorations to be published under | 
the direction of Congress, as a national work, without copy- 
right. 

The CHAIR announced the committee as fol- | 
lows: Messrs. Breese, BorLanp, Clarke, Dopee, | 
and MerrcaLre. 


On motion of Mr. FELCH, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing an | 
outfit to the Commissioner of the Sandwich Islands. 

The following resolution, submitted on Wednes- 
day last by Mr. Have, was taken up and agreed | 
to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish 
the Senate with an account of the gross amount paid and | 
allowed cach officer or person whose name appears in the || 
Army Register for the current year; and also to inform the 
Senate why said information is not contained in the Army 
Regi-ter for the preseut year, agreeably to the requirements 
of a resolution of the House of Representatives passed the | 
16th February, 1843. 

Mr. BORLAND, on leave, introduced a bill to 

ny > ay : 
attach the Territory of Nebraska to the surveying 
district of Arkansas; which was read twice, and | 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


A joint resolution adding a new rule relative to | 
the condition in which the unfinished business of | 
the session should be taken up at the next session, 
was received from the House of Representatives 


yit 


|, punishment. 
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and was taken up for consideration; and, after some 


colloquial discussion—in which Messrs. JOHN- | 


SON of Louisiana, UNDERWOOD, DOWNS, 


and KING expressed opinions favorable to its | 


adoption, and Messrs. BENTON and BRIGHT 


opposed it as an innovation of an injurious char- | 


acter—the joint resolution was laid on the table. 


The amendment of the House of Representa- | 


tives to the bill for the payment of the liquidated 
claims of citizens of the United States, was taken 
up and concurred in. 


Mr. MASON submitted a resolution to devote 


this o~ to the consideration of private bills; but | 
JAYTON, suggesting that two public bills | 


Mr. 
ought to be first acted on, objected to the adoption 
of the resolution, 

And it lies over, under the rule. 


FOREIGN CRIMINALS. 
On motion of Mr. DAYTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill to carry into effect cer- 


tain treaty stipulations between the United States | 
and foreign Governments in relation to thé appre- | 


hension of and delivering up of certain offenders. 
The bill being under consideration as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole— 


Mr. DAYTON referred to the existing treaties | 
on the subject with Great Britain and France. A | 


case had occurred under the former in which the 


fugitive wassurrendered, Acase had also occurred || 


under the French treaty, in which Judge Betts, 
of New York, held a fixitive charged with for- 
gery. By writ of habeas corpus, this case was 
brought to the United States Supreme Court, where 
it was refused to be considered, because Judge 
Betts heard the case in chambers, and the Supreme 
Court held it had no jurisdiction in the case. He 
stated that, under all the circumstances, this bill 
was reported, and he hoped it would be promptly 
passed. 

Mr. HALE suggested that there was a defect 
in the bill, inasmuch as it brought citizens of the 
United States within the operation of the bill, and 


subjected them to be delivered up without form of || 
trial. He had prepared an amendment, which he | 


would move to introduce at the end of the bill. 

Mr. DAYTON objected to the amendment as 
subjecting every criminal to a trial by jury before 
he shall be delivered up. 
is desired, the treaty ought to be amended. We 
are bound to carry out treaties as they stand. 

Mr. HALEsaid he looked on these extraditional 
treaties with jealousy, and he thought the Senate 
ought to do so, especially in such umes as these, 
when we may expect enough business of this kind 
on our hands. Suppose an individual denies that 


he is the person designated, and that most difficult | 


question—the question of identity—should arise, 
it ought to be settled before the person is deliv- 
ered up. The object of his amendment was to 
give the Ser an apportunity to prove his inno- 
cence. He called on the Senate to be careful not 
to lessen the securities for personal freedom. 

Mr. KING said that the Senator from New 
Hampshire had taken a wrong view of the matter. 
This bill did not touch political offences. As to 
American citizens being taken in foreign countries 


for crimes, there was no danger thatany would be || 


wrongfully claimed by our Government. He stated 
the difficulties he had to encounter while in France 
in endeavoring to discover and arrest a fugitive 
from justice who had escaped into Switzerland. 


| He was foiled in his efforts, and he then made a 


treaty with the Swiss Government which will 
render such arrests easy hereafter. But we ought 
not to expect foreign governments to lend us facil- 


ities, if we do not show a disposition to recipro- || 


cate. 


| Mr. BUTLER suggested the ae oe of show: || 
ing a becoming comity towards ot 


being alike interested in the arrest of criminals who 
are seeking to escape from justice. He objected 
to the amendment moved by the Senator from New 
Hampshire. 


Mr. HALE made some remarks in defence of 


his proposition. Those around him seemed to 


| think that he desired to make this country a 


rogue’s harbor. Quite the reverse. It was only 
by a trial by jury that rogues were brought to 
e referred again to the difficulties 
which perplexed questions of identity, and to the 
ruinous consequences to an individual from a false 


| imputation of crime. 


r. BADGER thought that there was not only 


If anything of this kind | 


er nations; all || 








$$ — 








July 28, 
| no good ground, but no reasonable a 
| the indignant eloquence of the Senator 


| Hampshire. His anger should have be 


pology for 
from New 


r ; en directed 
against the treaty, not against the law which was 


} 
|| necessary to carry it into operation. He stated 
| that the treaties are penny guarded against jy. 
| cluding political offences. They had relation op! 
|| to men who prey on society. He thought it nik. 
|| be well to amend the bill, by inserting after the 
|| words “ according to the terms,”’ the words, and 
\| true intent,”’ of the treaty. We do not undertake 
|| to try foreign criminals, but merely, on such eyj. 
|, dence as would justify his committal here for trig} 
|| to deliver up the individual. : 

Mr. DAYTON defended the bill, and assureq 
|, the Senator from New Hampshire that no act we 
|| could pass would take away from American citi. 
} zens the constitutional right of a trial by jury, 
he amendment was then negatived. 

Mr. BALDWIN moved to amend the bill, by 
striking out the words ‘* justice of peace,” and jn- 
serting in lieu thereof the words, ‘Justice of the 

|, Supreme Court, and judge of a district court.” 
|| Mr. BUTLER said, he thought it unnecessary, 
| 


but he had no particular objection to the ameni- 
ment. 

Mr. DAYTON said, that the language was in 
conformity with the treaty; but if his friend from 
|| Connecticut was tenacious about it, he had no ob- 
jection. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAYTON modified the bill, by inserting 
the words ‘true intent and meaning,” as suggest. 
ed by the Senator from North Carolina, {Mr, 
Bapcer. | 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendments were concurred in, and the bill was 
ordered to be read a third time, by the following 
vote—the yeas and nays being ordered at the call 
|| of Mr. Hate: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Borland, Brad- 
bury, Butler, Calhoun, Clarke, Clayton, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, Feich, Fitzgerald, Foote, 
| Hamlin, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, 
King, Lewis, Mangum, Metcalfe, Miller, Phelps, Sebastian, 
| Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, and Walker—33. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Breese, Bright, Dodge, Hale, 
| Hannegan, and Rusk—7. 


The bill was then passed. 


CHINA AND THE OTTOMAN PORTE. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to carry into 
effect certain provisions in the treaties between the 
United Statés and China and the Ottoman Porte, 
giving certain judicial powers to ministers and con- 
suls of the United States in those countries. 

The bill was then considered as ii Committee of 
the Whole; a substitute for the bill moved by Mr. 
Davis, of Massachusetts, was adopted, and the bill 
was reported to the Senate; the amendment was 
agreed to, and the bill was read a third time and 
passed. > 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
the Senate considered the bill for the relief of cer- 
tain surviving widows of officers of the revolu- 
tionary army; which was read a second and third 
| time, and passed. 


CLAIMS OF THE CHEROKEE INDIANS. 


| 
| 
|| On motion of Mr. BELL, the Senate proceeded 
| to the consideration of the joint resolution autho- 





| 


_rizing the proper accounting officers of the treasury 
to render a just settlement of the claims of the 
Cherokee nation of Indians, according to the prin- 
ciples established by the treaty of August, 1846. 
Mr. BELL suggested to the Senator from Ar- 
kansas [Mr. Sepast1an] to withdraw the amend- 
ment he had submitted on a former day, as It 10- 
volved a large amount of appropriation, and would, 
at this late period of the session, seriously embar- 
rass the passage of the resolution. The joint res- 
olution might be passed, with a provision refer- 
ring it to the Secretary of War to examine and 
report to the next session of Co }. 
_ Mr. SEBASTIAN consented to withdraw the 
| amendment, and to renew it hereafter. 
| The CHAIR stated that the amendment had 
| been agreed to by the Senate, but the Senate could 
|| refuse to concur in it. 
| Mr. BRADBURY made some remarks on the 
| importance of the resolution as involving & large 
‘amount of money. He had objections to the refer- 
| ence of the settlement to one of the departments, 
|| and thought it would be better to keep the contro 
i of the subject in the hands of the Senate. 
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